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Amid the noise and distractions of everyday life, is it really possible to choose to love the world? In these
times of great uncertainty and anxiety, how can we find God? Thomas Merton felt the urgency of these
questions more than 50 years ago, and his reflections upon them are more relevant than ever.

One of America's most beloved mystics of the 20th century, Merton's voice was prophetic in the troubled era
of the 1960s. In this new collection of thoughts and meditations selected from his most inspiring books and
letters, Merton's radiant wisdom and foresight serve as a beacon of light for all of us searching to find true
meaning and solace in today's difficult times.

"Father Louis," as he was known at the Abbey of Gethsemani, fully embraced the contemplative life of a
monk, yet he never held the world at arm's length: "We and our world interpenetrate. It is only in assuming
full responsibility for our world, for our lives and for ourselves, that we can be said to live really for God."

Sharply honest in his words but balanced by his poet's heart, Merton explores themes that include the inner
ground of love, living in wisdom, and dialoguing with silence. He teaches that contemplation is possible for
everyone and that the fundamental context for seeking God's presence is always our everyday lives.

"In the deep silence, wisdom begins to sing her unending, sunlit, inexpressible song: the private song she
speaks to the solitary soul." In Choosing to Love the World, Thomas Merton inspires us to look deep within
ourselves and, in the peaceful silence of contemplation, to find and sing our own song.

Edited by Jonathan Montaldo, associate director of The Merton Institute for Contemplative Living, and
director of Bethany Spring, the Merton Institute retreat center in Trappist, Kentucky.
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From reader reviews:

Michelle Saunders:

The book Choosing to Love the World: On Contemplation make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You
should use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting
pressure or having big problem using your subject. If you can make examining a book Choosing to Love the
World: On Contemplation being your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your capable,
increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You may know everything if you like open and
read a reserve Choosing to Love the World: On Contemplation. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that,
science reserve or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Virginia Cherry:

Typically the book Choosing to Love the World: On Contemplation will bring that you the new experience
of reading a book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to
study, this book very appropriate to you. The book Choosing to Love the World: On Contemplation is much
recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can
more easily to read the book.

Susan Jun:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make someone to
understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information much easier to
share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You will
observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that recommended
for you is Choosing to Love the World: On Contemplation this book consist a lot of the information in the
condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The
words styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some research when
he makes this book. This is why this book acceptable all of you.

Wendy Cort:

As a college student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the
library as well as to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has
reading's heart or real their pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They
go to generally there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading through is not important,
boring along with can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important to
suit your needs. As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word
says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Choosing to Love the World: On Contemplation can
make you truly feel more interested to read.
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