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Critical Issues in Social Theory is an analytical survey of persistent controversies that have shaped the field
of sociology. It defines, clarifies, and proposes solutions to these "critical issues" through commentary on the
writings of such influential social theorists as Hobbes, Marx, Durkeim, Weber, Mead, Merton, Parsons, and
Schutz.Instead of being just another history, or another classification of theories, Rhoads's four-part model
allows him to focus attention on issues that remain at the core of sociological theory today. First, Rhoads
analyzes the controversy over positivism as the proper methodological model for the study of human society.
Is there one science, of which sociology is a branch, or do the peculiarities of sociology's subject matter
require a modification of the scientific method borrowed from the natural sciences? Rhoads next considers
the relationship of individuals to society and its structures. Does society have a mode of existence distinct
from its members, or is it merely an abstraction derived from the characteristics of individuals? Third, a
discussion of social order raises the question of whether social order is the consequence of rules and their
underlying moral values, or the product of continuous construction based on self-interest. Finally, the relative
importance of consensus and conflict in social relationships is addressed. Is society better understood as a
community united by beliefs, values, and rules, or is the social dynamic of continual conflict over beliefs,
values, and rules more fundamental? In coming to grips with these issues, the author in some instances takes
sides and in others arrives at a synthesis of diverse perspectives. In the final chapter he points to the
limitations on the possibility of rational action that come to light in the clashes over these basic issues.
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From reader reviews:

Marcos Gorman:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader with their
story as well as their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your young ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to
improve their ability in writing, they also doing some research before they write to their book. One of them is
this Critical Issues in Social Theory.

Kelly Livingston:

This Critical Issues in Social Theory is great publication for you because the content which is full of
information for you who else always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This
book reveal it facts accurately using great plan word or we can claim no rambling sentences within it. So if
you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight
forward sentences but tough core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Critical Issues in
Social Theory in your hand like finding the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one. We can
say that no e-book that offer you world within ten or fifteen moment right but this reserve already do that. So
, this is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt in which?

Teresa Graham:

Beside that Critical Issues in Social Theory in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get closer to
the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from oven
so don't be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Critical
Issues in Social Theory because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you often have
book but you rarely get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this inside
your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island.
Techniques you still want to miss the item? Find this book along with read it from at this point!

Timothy Lumpkin:

E-book is one of source of expertise. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year for you to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world.
By book Critical Issues in Social Theory we can consider more advantage. Don't you to be creative people?
To become creative person must prefer to read a book. Only choose the best book that suitable with your
aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life by this book Critical Issues in Social Theory. You can more
attractive than now.
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