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Howard W. Odum (1884-1954), the pioneering social scientist and founder of the University of North
Carolina's department of sociology, played a leading and well-documented role in the modernization of the
South. This is the first book-length study of Odum's contributions to southern folklore, which had important
but largely unappreciated consequences for his legacy of social justice.

Lynn Moss Sanders shows how Odum, as a collector of African American blues and work songs, anticipated
some important precepts of modern folklore. Notably, Odum perceived the benefits of a collaborative and
nonhierarchical approach to folk studies. Influenced by a racially tolerant former student and by one of his
black folk informants, Odum changed his previous paternal, segregationist attitudes about race.

Comparing Odum's two song collections, The Negro and His Songs (1925) and Negro Workaday Songs
(1926), Sanders links the growing influence of Odum's coauthor and former student, Guy Johnson, to a
decrease in instances of racial condescension between the first and second book. The three "folk" novels in
Odum's Black Ulysses trilogy (completed in 1931) also reveal a progressive refinement of Odum's racial
views. The change, Sanders believes, came with Odum's growing ability to see John Wesley "Left-Wing"
Gordon, the black, working-class model for the trilogy's hero, as a friend rather than simply as a
representative of "the Negro."

From his authorship of Social and Mental Traits of the Negro (1910), now a relic of scientific racism, to his
final publication, Agenda for Integration, Odum exemplifies how the study of folklore changed the
folklorist--a change felt by a whole generation of southern liberals whose work Odum encouraged and
shaped.
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From reader reviews:

Gary Lafountain:

This Howard W. Odum's Folklore Odyssey: Transformation to Tolerance through African American Folk
Studies book is not really ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you
obtain by reading this book will be information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get details
which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. This Howard W. Odum's Folklore
Odyssey: Transformation to Tolerance through African American Folk Studies without we comprehend
teach the one who reading through it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't always be worry
Howard W. Odum's Folklore Odyssey: Transformation to Tolerance through African American Folk Studies
can bring once you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it in
your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Howard W. Odum's Folklore Odyssey: Transformation to
Tolerance through African American Folk Studies having good arrangement in word along with layout, so
you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Deborah Ayers:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer might be Howard W. Odum's Folklore Odyssey: Transformation to
Tolerance through African American Folk Studies why because the amazing cover that make you consider
concerning the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or
perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Jeffrey Call:

The book untitled Howard W. Odum's Folklore Odyssey: Transformation to Tolerance through African
American Folk Studies contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains your ex idea with easy
approach. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to
read the item. The book was published by famous author. The author gives you in the new time of literary
works. You can actually read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or product, so
you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start
their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice examine.

Beverlee Guthrie:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's soul or real their
interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but nothing
reading really. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and can't see colorful photographs



on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that on this period,
many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore , this Howard W. Odum's Folklore Odyssey: Transformation to Tolerance through African
American Folk Studies can make you really feel more interested to read.
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