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Why is the word madre, "mother," so complicated in Spanish?especially in Mexico?

Leaping off the page with energy, insight, and attitude, Liza Bakewell's exploration of language is anything
but "just semantics." Why does me vale madre mean worthless, while !qué padre! means fabulous, she asks?
And why do one hundred madres disappear when one padre enters the room, converting the group from
madres to padres? Thus begins a journey through Mexican culture in all its color: weddings, dinner parties,
an artist's studio, heart-stopping taxi rides, angry journalists, corrupt politicians, Blessed Virgins, and
mothers both sacred and profane.

Along the way, a reader discovers not only an invaluable lexicon of Mexican slang (to be used with caution
or not at all) but also thought-provoking reflections on the evolution of language; its winding path through
culture, religion, and politics; and, not least, what it means?and what it threatens?to be a creative female, a
madre.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Tyson:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them friends
and family or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching
TV, as well as playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity this is look different
you can read a book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent
the whole day to reading a e-book. The book Madre: Perilous Journeys with a Spanish Noun it is extremely
good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These people were enjoying
reading this book. When you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the actual e-book.
You can m0ore easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book has
high quality.

Warren Johnson:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its protect may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in
the outside look likes. Maybe you answer can be Madre: Perilous Journeys with a Spanish Noun why
because the excellent cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint you. The
inside or content is fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick
up this book.

Christina Ruiz:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your limited time to read it because all of this time you only find book that need
more time to be go through. Madre: Perilous Journeys with a Spanish Noun can be your answer mainly
because it can be read by anyone who have those short free time problems.

Katrina Scofield:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or to
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's spirit or real their
passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on
this era, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore , this Madre: Perilous Journeys with a Spanish Noun can make you feel more interested to read.
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