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"Wonderful compilation" -- Henry Fogel, Dean, Chicago College of Performing Arts, Roosevelt University;
former president, Chicago Symphony Orchestra, American Symphony Orchestra League

" An enjoyableread, and a great conversation starter." -- James McCarthy, Limelight magazine, Australia

" ...for those seeking to shake up their listening habits and explore musical rarities -- Opera America

I will let you in on alittle secret. The classical world is prejudiced. If it's not Bach, Beethoven, Brahms, (or
maybe Bartok), some, most? think it’sinferior by definition, and not worthy of the attention.

I know whereof | speak, everyone of us who prefer classical has some degree of symptoms, even if
subclinical. Y es, even your humble author. But after having my mind opened a hit, to the assertion of
inferiority, we now must invoke the Zen saying, “Not always so.”

So, to améliorate the situation, | set off for musical parts unknown, seeking out obscure composers, those
rarely or never heard, and |o and behold, got a set of music to enjoy perhaps 10 times larger than before.
From some names | had never heard before (Holmboe, Mompou), and some | had but were not familiar with
(Diamond). Plus many, many others.

| share my findings with you to encourage the shaking off of moribund listening habits, the dross and
calcium that impacts one’ s brain after decades of listening to only the top 50 classical pieces, and refresh and
reinvigorate your mind and spirit.

Y ou will also learn the answers to the following questions:

NAME THAT COMPOSER

1. After his passing, his manuscripts were used to wrap meat and rose bushes.

2. Once famous, he was later forgotten and his tombstone was used to cover awell.

3. A national hero in Spain, heisrarely heard in North America.

4. A student of afamous Russian composer, he told her: "Y ou do not learn from me, | learn from you."

5. After both he and his wife passed away, his last work, a harpsichord sonata was discovered — in the
freezer, wrapped in tin fail.

6. Celebrated and wealthy as a conductor, he rued that fact that his serious compositions were neglected,
evenridiculed

7. Hewrote a set of 12 "Transcendental Etudes" in the signature keys the more famous set by Liszt were
NOT writtenin.



8. He wrote a set of 100 Transcendental Studies, banned performances of hisworks, and lived in ahome
with asign posted "Visitors Unwelcome.”

9. Admired by Chopin and Liszt, this Irish composer invented the nocturne, and choseto livein St.
Petersburg, Russia.

10. He turned from music to earn hisliving as an orthopedic surgeon, and later, as the manager of a saw mill
and glass factory.

11. He rode his bicycle down ahill, struck a brick wall, and was instantly killed, just 44. Since he suffered
from depression, some thought this a suicide. We'll never know.

12. He headed and built the most famous music school in the world, and wrote nine symphonies.

13. A hobo during the Great Depression, he built his own instruments to realize his strange music.

14. His Little Suite for Recorder |asts just four minutes.

15. When his wife died unexpectedly, he absorbed his grief with composition and said music "saved him."
16. He wrote an opera satirizing the Nazis while imprisoned by them.

(More such in the book.)

Foreword by Henry Fogel, dean, Chicago College of Performing Arts, Roosevelt University and former
president of both the Chicago Symphony Orchestra and the American Symphony Orchestra League.

Special chapter by Alex Ross, music critic, The New Y orker.

Thisisthe new and expanded second edition.
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From reader reviews:
Juli Gadberry:

Now aday people who Living in the erawherever everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not require people to be aware of each datathey get. How individuals to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading through a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specially this Obscure Composers book since this book
offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred % guarantees thereis no
doubt in it you may already know.

Michael Ogden:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With studying you can get alot
of information which will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire alot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the data about
something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or daughters,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write with their book. One of them is
this Obscure Composers.

Scott Hicks:

Spent afree achance to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or their very own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you fed it? Would you like to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book is usually option to fill your
totally free time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you
want to attempt look for book, may be the book untitled Obscure Composers can be excellent book to read.
May beit can be best activity to you.

Elda Ornélas;

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day long. Y ou can have new activity to invest your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
think reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It al right you can have
the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Obscure Composers which is
keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.
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