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A masterly and moving account of the most horrific hidden atrocity of World War II: Ravensbrück,
the only Nazi concentration camp built for women
 
On a sunny morning in May 1939 a phalanx of 867 women—housewives, doctors, opera singers, politicians,
prostitutes—was marched through the woods fifty miles north of Berlin, driven on past a shining lake, then
herded in through giant gates. Whipping and kicking them were scores of German women guards.
     Their destination was Ravensbrück, a concentration camp designed specifically for women by Heinrich
Himmler, prime architect of the Holocaust. By the end of the war 130,000 women from more than twenty
different European countries had been imprisoned there; among the prominent names were Geneviève de
Gaulle, General de Gaulle’s niece, and Gemma La Guardia Gluck, sister of the wartime mayor of New
York. 
     Only a small number of these women were Jewish; Ravensbrück was largely a place for the Nazis to
eliminate other inferior beings—social outcasts, Gypsies, political enemies, foreign resisters, the sick, the
disabled, and the “mad.” Over six years the prisoners endured beatings, torture, slave labor, starvation, and
random execution. In the final months of the war, Ravensbrück became an extermination camp. Estimates of
the final death toll by April 1945 have ranged from 30,000 to 90,000.
     For decades the story of Ravensbrück was hidden behind the Iron Curtain, and today it is still little
known. Using testimony unearthed since the end of the Cold War and interviews with survivors who have
never talked before, Sarah Helm has ventured into the heart of the camp, demonstrating for the reader in
riveting detail how easily and quickly the unthinkable horror evolved. 
     Far more than a catalog of atrocities, however, Ravensbrück is also a compelling account of what one
survivor called “the heroism, superhuman tenacity, and exceptional willpower to survive.” For every
prisoner whose strength failed, another found the will to resist through acts of self-sacrifice and friendship,
as well as sabotage, protest, and escape. 
     While the core of this book is told from inside the camp, the story also sheds new light on the evolution of
the wider genocide, the impotence of the world to respond, and Himmler’s final attempt to seek a separate
peace with the Allies using the women of Ravensbrück as a bargaining chip. Chilling, inspiring, and deeply
unsettling, Ravensbrück is a groundbreaking work of historical investigation. With rare clarity, it reminds us
of the capacity of humankind both for bestial cruelty and for courage against all odds.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Daphne Shew:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled Ravensbruck: Life and Death in Hitler's Concentration Camp for
Women. Try to the actual book Ravensbruck: Life and Death in Hitler's Concentration Camp for Women as
your close friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you sense alone and beside that course make
you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you a lot more
confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let us make new experience and also
knowledge with this book.

Marilyn Calhoun:

The publication untitled Ravensbruck: Life and Death in Hitler's Concentration Camp for Women is the e-
book that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to
anyone. The language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did a
lot of investigation when write the book, and so the information that they share to you personally is
absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Ravensbruck: Life and Death in Hitler's
Concentration Camp for Women from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Elizabeth Sherer:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled
Ravensbruck: Life and Death in Hitler's Concentration Camp for Women your brain will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can be your mind
friends. Imaging each word written in a book then become one web form conclusion and explanation in
which maybe you never get prior to. The Ravensbruck: Life and Death in Hitler's Concentration Camp for
Women giving you one more experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful details
for your better life in this particular era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern the following is your
body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a casino game. Do
you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

William Leone:

The book untitled Ravensbruck: Life and Death in Hitler's Concentration Camp for Women contain a lot of
information on the idea. The writer explains the woman idea with easy approach. The language is very clear
to see all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was published by
famous author. The author will take you in the new age of literary works. You can actually read this book
because you can read more your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book throughout anywhere
and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site in addition to order it.



Have a nice learn.
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