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Who wrote the plays and poems attributed to William Shakespeare? This simple yet provocative question has
long bedeviled Shakespearean studies. According to traditional scholars, the canonical texts can only trace to
the singular genius of a glover’s son from the small town of Stratford-on-Avon. But dissident voices have
disrupted this consensus for more than 150 years, and while skeptics who engage the “authorship question”
have often been dismissed as marginal cranks or elitists (or, in contemporary parlance, as “deniers”), their
ranks have included such luminaries as Mark Twain, Henry James, and Sigmund Freud—as well as such
acclaimed Shakespearean actors as Derek Jacobi and Mark Rylance.

The counterweight to the claim that “Shakespeare wrote Shakespeare” typically hinges on the promotion of a
single alternate candidate. Popular contenders have included Francis Bacon, Christopher Marlowe, and more
recently, Edward de Vere, the 17th Earl of Oxford. In Willam Fortyhands, Samuel Crowell argues that this is
the wrong way to approach the problem. The real problem, according to Crowell, rests in our fundamental
perspective on the First Folio—the inaugural collection of Shakespeare published seven years after his death.
Drawing on the history of Shakespearean scholarship, literary criticism, philosophy, and even science fiction,
William Fortyhands seeks to show not only how our understanding of Shakespeare has been distorted, but
how analytical tendencies have allowed the plays to be parceled out to other authors, only to find
Shakespeare's hand, even today, throughout Elizabethan literature.

William Fortyhands is also a memorial—without a tomb—for Shakespeare's many gifted and highly
educated peers, whose contributions have been scanted in favor of simplistic narratives pitting the Bard of
Avon against some single rival claimant. Among those profiled are the prolific bohemian Robert Greene, the
brilliant satirist Thomas Nashe, the learned sailor and doctor Thomas Lodge, the outrageous and supremely
poetic Christopher Marlowe, the whimsical and humane Thomas Dekker, the encyclopedic Michael Drayton,
and the earnest historian Samuel Daniel. William Fortyhands throws a light on the creative efflorescence that
was Elizabeth's London—but from which only one name has emerged.
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From reader reviews:

Scott Frew:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by talk with the internet and
the resources in it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot more to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information especially this William Fortyhands: Disintegration
and Reinvention of the Shakespeare Canon book because this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of
course the data in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Kathleen Knight:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love William Fortyhands:
Disintegration and Reinvention of the Shakespeare Canon, it is possible to enjoy both. It is very good
combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout
people. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Ruth Westlund:

Is it an individual who having spare time in that case spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This William Fortyhands: Disintegration
and Reinvention of the Shakespeare Canon can be the answer, oh how comes? The new book you know. You
are consequently out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Dianne Haire:

You may get this William Fortyhands: Disintegration and Reinvention of the Shakespeare Canon by go to
the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties
for your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by simply written or printed but can you
enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking from your mobile
phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information
about your book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still change.
Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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