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The only comprehensive and up-to-date look at Reform Judaism, this book analyzes the forces currently
challenging the Reform movement, now the largest Jewish denomination in the United States.

To distinguish itself from Orthodox and Conservative Judaism, the Reform movement tries to be an
egalitarian, open, and innovative version of the faith true to the spirit of the tradition but nonetheless fully
compatible with modern secular life. Promoting itself in this way, Reform Judaism has been tremendously
successful in recruiting a variety of people—intermarried families, feminists, gays and lesbians, and
interracial families among others—who resist more traditional forms of worship.

As an unintended result of this success, the movement now struggles with an identity crisis brought on by its
liberal theology, which teaches that each Jew is free to practice Judaism more or less as he or she pleases. In
the absence of the authority that comes from a theology based on a commanding, all-powerful God, can
Reform Judaism continue to thrive? Can it be broadly inclusive and still be uniquely and authentically
Jewish?

Taking this question as his point of departure, Dana Evan Kaplan provides a broad overview of the American
Reform movement and its history, theology, and politics.  He then takes a hard look at the challenges the
movement faces as it attempts to reinvent itself in the new millennium.  In so doing, Kaplan gives the reader
a sense of where Reform Judaism has come from, where it stands on the major issues, and where it may be
going.

Addressing the issues that have confronted the movement—including the ordination of women, acceptance
of homosexuality, the problem of assimilation, the question of rabbinic officiation at intermarriages, the
struggle for acceptance in Israel, and Jewish education and others—Kaplan sheds light on the connection
between Reform ideology and cultural realities. He unflinchingly, yet optimistically, assesses the
movement’s future and cautions that stormy weather may be ahead. 
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From reader reviews:

Fabian Luton:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you could have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try matter that really opposite from
that. One particular activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love American Reform Judaism: An
Introduction, you could enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of
hangout type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its known
as reading friends.

Betty Bobbitt:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its include may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer might be American Reform Judaism: An Introduction why
because the excellent cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint anyone. The
inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly
assist you to pick up this book.

David Peacock:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This book American Reform Judaism: An Introduction was
colourful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book American Reform Judaism: An
Introduction has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Investigation
company Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are
usually make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book to suit
your needs and try to like reading which.

Brandy Anderson:

As a pupil exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's spirit or real their
interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as well as can't see colorful
images on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know
that on this time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this American Reform Judaism: An Introduction can make you feel more interested to
read.
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