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Beginning in the late 1980s, a series of improbable bark beetle outbreaks unsettled iconic forests and
communities across western North America. An insect the size of a rice kernel eventually killed more than
30 billion pine and spruce trees from Alaska to New Mexico. Often appearing in masses larger than schools
of killer whales, the beetles engineered one of the world's greatest forest die-offs since the deforestation of
Europe by peasants between the eleventh and thirteenth centuries.

The beetle didn't act alone. Misguided science, out-of-control logging, bad public policy, and a hundred
years of fire suppression created a volatile geography that released the world's oldest forest manager from all
natural constraints. Like most human empires, the beetles exploded wildly and then crashed, leaving in their
wake grieving landowners, humbled scientists, hungry animals, and altered watersheds. Although climate
change triggered this complex event, human arrogance assuredly set the table. With little warning, an ancient
insect pointedly exposed the frailty of seemingly stable manmade landscapes. And despite the billions of
public dollars spent on control efforts, the beetles burn away like a fire that can't be put out.

Drawing on first-hand accounts from entomologists, botanists, foresters, and rural residents, award-winning
journalist Andrew Nikiforuk investigates this unprecedented beetle plague, its startling implications, and the
lessons it holds.
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From reader reviews:

Iris Robertson:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important for people. The book Empire of the Beetle: How Human Folly and a Tiny
Bug Are Killing North America's Great Forests (David Suzuki Foundation Series) has been making you to
know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for
you. The publication Empire of the Beetle: How Human Folly and a Tiny Bug Are Killing North America's
Great Forests (David Suzuki Foundation Series) is not only giving you much more new information but also
being your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your
guide. Try to make relationship with all the book Empire of the Beetle: How Human Folly and a Tiny Bug
Are Killing North America's Great Forests (David Suzuki Foundation Series). You never feel lose out for
everything when you read some books.

Louie Laforge:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a reserve you will get new information since book is one of many ways to share the
information or maybe their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially hype book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how
the personas do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to others. When you read this Empire of
the Beetle: How Human Folly and a Tiny Bug Are Killing North America's Great Forests (David Suzuki
Foundation Series), you may tells your family, friends and also soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge
can inspire average, make them reading a book.

Selma McDaniel:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Empire of the Beetle: How Human Folly
and a Tiny Bug Are Killing North America's Great Forests (David Suzuki Foundation Series) guide written
by well-known writer who knows well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who also read
the book. Written throughout good manner for you, dripping every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate
your own hunger then you still question Empire of the Beetle: How Human Folly and a Tiny Bug Are Killing
North America's Great Forests (David Suzuki Foundation Series) as good book not merely by the cover but
also through the content. This is one book that can break don't assess book by its protect, so do you still
needing a different sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already told you so why
you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Mathew Jones:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a guide we can



know everything we would like. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every
year was exactly added. This guide Empire of the Beetle: How Human Folly and a Tiny Bug Are Killing
North America's Great Forests (David Suzuki Foundation Series) was filled in relation to science. Spend
your free time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has several feel when
they reading some sort of book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a book. In
the modern era like currently, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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