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Scent is both an essential and seemingly impossible-to-recover aspect of material culture. Scent is one of our
strongest ties to memory, yet to remember a smell without external stimuli is almost impossible for most
people. Moreover, human beings’ (specifically Western humans) ability to smell has been diminished
through a process of increased emphasis on odor-removal, hygienic practices that emphasize de-odorization
(rather than the covering of one odor by another).While other intangibles of the human experience have been
placed into the context of the eighteenth-century novel, scent has so far remained largely sidelined in favor
of discussions of the visual, the aural, touch, and taste. The past decade has seen a great expansion of our
understanding of how smell works physiologically, psychologically, and culturally, and there is no better
moment than now to attempt to recover the traces of olfactory perceptions, descriptions, and assumptions.

Reading Smell provides models for how to incorporate olfactory knowledge into new readings of the literary
form central to our understanding of the eighteenth century and modernity in general: the novel. The
multiplication and development of the novel overlaps strikingly with changes in personal and private
hygienic practices that would alter the culture’s relationship to smell. This book examines how far the novel
can be understood through a reintroduction of olfactory information. After decades of reading for all kinds of
racial, cultural, gendered, and other sorts of absences back into the novel, this book takes one step further: to
consider how the recovery of forgotten or overlooked olfactory assumptions might reshape our
understanding of these texts. Reading Smell includes wide-scale research and focused case studies of some of
the most striking or prevalent uses of olfactory language in eighteenth-century British prose fiction.
Highlighting scents with shifting meanings across the period: bodies, tobacco, smelling-bottles, and sulfur,
Reading Smell not only provides new insights into canonical works by authors like Swift, Smollett,
Richardson, Burney, Austen, and Lewis, but also sheds new light on the history of the British novel as a
whole.
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From reader reviews:

Diane Gonzales:

What do you concerning book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you want something
to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy particular person? If
you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have extra
time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They need to answer that question mainly
because just their can do in which. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
suitable. Because start from on pre-school until university need this Reading Smell in Eighteenth-Century
Fiction (Transits: Literature, Thought & Culture, 1650-1850) to read.

Kent Dennis:

The particular book Reading Smell in Eighteenth-Century Fiction (Transits: Literature, Thought & Culture,
1650-1850) has a lot details on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was
published by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research ahead of write this book. This specific
book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after reading this book.

Julio Rico:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try and and must have the time or they will get lot of stress
from both everyday life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely yes.
People is human not really a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are you experiencing when
the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading publications. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the particular book you have
read is actually Reading Smell in Eighteenth-Century Fiction (Transits: Literature, Thought & Culture,
1650-1850).

Christie Rich:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our information for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year seemed
to be exactly added. This e-book Reading Smell in Eighteenth-Century Fiction (Transits: Literature, Thought
& Culture, 1650-1850) was filled concerning science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about
your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a book. If you know
how big benefit of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like at this point,
many ways to get book you wanted.
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