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What experiences do women have when they come to identify themselves as lesbian? What happens when
they consider telling family and friends about their sexual identity? This book examines these questions on
the basis of interviews with particular individuals and other source materials. "Coming out" can only be
understood, the author stresses, against the backdrop of a firmly heterosexist society. The dominant
heterosexual culture tends to freeze gender divisions in such a way as to polarize sexual identities. The
author focuses more upon the isolated lesbian, rather than upon political lesbianism. "Coming out" is seen to
be a complex and emotional process, but one that is potentially highly rewarding. Lesbians, Markowe shows,
have to struggle with both their "invisibility" in the predominantly heterosexual culture, and with perceptions
of threat and abnormality. Coming out to family and heterosexual friends involves risks and benefits. Case
studies of lesbian women are discussed in the context of the threat to, and reconstruction of, identity which
the coming out process presumes. This book should be of interest to second-year undergraduates and those
working in the fields of women's studies, social psychology and the sociology of gender.
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From reader reviews:

Benny Joiner:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys this particular aren't like that. This Redefining the Self: Coming Out As Lesbian book is readable by
simply you who hate the straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable looking
at experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer
associated with Redefining the Self: Coming Out As Lesbian content conveys the idea easily to understand
by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different as it. So
, do you nevertheless thinking Redefining the Self: Coming Out As Lesbian is not loveable to be your top
collection reading book?

Martha Robertson:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider any time those information which is inside former life are hard to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take Redefining the Self: Coming Out As Lesbian as your
daily resource information.

Robert Armistead:

Typically the book Redefining the Self: Coming Out As Lesbian has a lot info on it. So when you read this
book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was compiled by the very famous author. Tom makes some
research before write this book. This book very easy to read you will get the point easily after reading this
book.

Gene Conley:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the free time or they will get
great deal of stress from both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try
this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the actual book you
have read is definitely Redefining the Self: Coming Out As Lesbian.
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