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Medical care of the terminally ill is one of the most emotionally fraught and controversial issues before the
public today. As medicine advances and technologies develop, end-of-life care becomes more individualized
and uncertain, guided less by science and more by values and beliefs. The crux of the controversy is when to
withhold or withdraw curative treatments--when is enough, enough?
Political debates rage about when treatment is no longer effective; difficult cases are contested in courts; and
the media devour the most sensational aspects of end-of-life care. In all this excitement and controversy,
what is sadly overlooked is the extreme pressure that care of the terminally ill puts on medical staff as they
deal with patients and their families and make life-or-death decisions. That pressure--the psychological strain
and continuing uncertainties--is magnified when the patients are children.
David Bearison looks at this controversial issue from the perspective of the medical staff caring for dying
children. Not just doctors, but nurses and counselors as well. By capturing their stories--as no other book has,
Bearison is able to move beyond broad, abstract ideas about end-of-life care to convey the situated contexts
of such care, including the complications, disagreements, frustrations, confusions, and unexpected setbacks.
In addition to a discussion of questions surrounding whether to withhold or withdraw curative treatments,
When Treatment Fails explores the crucial concerns of those medical practitioners who care for dying
children: education and training, relation with one another, communicating with patients and families, and
finally, coping and moving on. Ultimately, the threads connecting these themes are the great costs and
rewards of this difficult work, and the lessons that can be drawn from the nitty-gritty experiences of medical
practitioners who struggle to find the balance between trying to defeat death and trying to provide comfort.
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From reader reviews:

Candy Yazzie:

As people who live in often the modest era should be change about what going on or details even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era which is always change and progress. Some of you maybe can update
themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know what kind you should start with. This When Treatment Fails: How Medicine
Cares for Dying Children is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because this
book serves what you want and want in this era.

Brian Wilson:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity here is look different you can
read any book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent
the whole day to reading a book. The book When Treatment Fails: How Medicine Cares for Dying Children
it is quite good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying
reading this book. When you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy typically the e-book.
You can m0ore very easily to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book
offers high quality.

Gregory Mendoza:

You can spend your free time to see this book this e-book. This When Treatment Fails: How Medicine Cares
for Dying Children is simple to create you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did
not possess much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you easier to
read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will
get when you buy this book.

Lily Winstead:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you could have it in
e-book means, more simple and reachable. This When Treatment Fails: How Medicine Cares for Dying
Children can give you a lot of close friends because by you investigating this one book you have matter that
they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get
success. This book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than
additional make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We need to have When Treatment Fails: How
Medicine Cares for Dying Children.
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