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Although Buddhism is often depicted as a religion of meditators and philosophers, some of the earliest
writings extant in India offer a very different portrait of the Buddhist practitioner. In Indian Buddhist
narratives from the early centuries of the Common Era, most lay religious practice consists not of reading,
praying, or meditating, but of visually engaging with certain kinds of objects. These visual practices,
moreover, are represented as the primary means of cultivating faith, a necessary precondition for proceeding
along the Buddhist spiritual path. In Thus Have I Seen: Visualizing Faith in Early Indian Buddhism, Andy
Rotman examines these visual practices and how they function as a kind of skeleton key for opening up
Buddhist conceptualizations about the world and the ways it should be navigated.
Rotman's analysis is based primarily on stories from the Divyavadana (Divine Stories), one of the most
important collections of ancient Buddhist narratives from India. Though discourses of the Buddha are well
known for their opening words, "thus have I heard" - for Buddhist teachings were first preserved and
transmitted orally - the Divyavadana presents a very different model for disseminating the Buddhist dharma.
Devotees are enjoined to look, not just hear, and visual legacies and lineages are shown to trump their oral
counterparts. As Rotman makes clear, this configuration of the visual fundamentally transforms the world of
the Buddhist practitioner, changing what one sees, what one believes, and what one does.
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From reader reviews:

Amanda Chatham:

The e-book untitled Thus Have I Seen: Visualizing Faith in Early Indian Buddhism is the book that
recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to
anyone. The language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was
did a lot of analysis when write the book, therefore the information that they share to you is absolutely
accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Thus Have I Seen: Visualizing Faith in Early Indian
Buddhism from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Judith Robinson:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its include may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer might be Thus Have I Seen: Visualizing Faith in Early Indian
Buddhism why because the amazing cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint
you actually. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth
sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Jean Cunningham:

The book untitled Thus Have I Seen: Visualizing Faith in Early Indian Buddhism contain a lot of information
on that. The writer explains your ex idea with easy means. The language is very clear and understandable all
the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was written by famous author. The author will
bring you in the new time of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can read more your
smart phone, or model, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-
book, you can available their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice go through.

Cheri Adamo:

Guide is one of source of understanding. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year to be able to year. As we
know those ebooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to
around the world. By the book Thus Have I Seen: Visualizing Faith in Early Indian Buddhism we can have
more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To become creative person must like to read a book.
Simply choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life by this
book Thus Have I Seen: Visualizing Faith in Early Indian Buddhism. You can more desirable than now.
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