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During and after the English civil wars, between 1640 and the 1690, an unprecedented number of manuals
teaching cryptography were published, almost all for the general public. While there are many surveys of
cryptography, none pay any attention to the volume of manuals that appeared during the seventeenth century,
or provide any cultural context for the appearance, design, or significance of the genre during the period. On
the contrary, when the period’s cryptography writings are mentioned, they are dismissed as esoteric,
impractical, and useless. Yet, as this book demonstrates, seventeenth-century cryptography manuals show us
one clear beginning of the capitalization of information. In their pages, intelligence - as private message and
as mental ability - becomes a central commodity in the emergence of England’s capitalist media state.
Publications boasting the disclosure of secrets had long been popular, particularly for English readers with
interests in the occult, but it was during these particular decades of the seventeenth century when
cryptography emerged as a permanent bureaucratic function for the English government, a fashionable
activity for the stylish English reader, and a respected discipline worthy of its own genre. These manuals
established cryptography as a primer for intelligence, a craft able to identify and test particular mental
abilities deemed ’smart’ and useful for England’s financial future. Through close readings of five specific
primary texts that have been ignored not only in cryptography scholarship but also in early modern literary,
scientific, and historical studies, this book allows us to see one origin of disciplinary division in the popular
imagination and in the university, when particular broad fields - the sciences, the mechanical arts, and the
liberal arts - came to be viewed as more or less profitable.
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From reader reviews:

Scott Peters:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book A Cultural History of Early Modern English
Cryptography Manuals. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. So long as we know about
how is important the book A Cultural History of Early Modern English Cryptography Manuals. You can add
expertise and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, because from book you can
know everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple issue
until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or maybe searching by
internet unit. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's read.

Margaret Morales:

Book is definitely written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can recognize everything you want by
a reserve. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A publication A Cultural History of Early Modern
English Cryptography Manuals will make you to become smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can
know about anything. But some of you think in which open or reading any book make you bored. It's not
make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or ideal book with you?

Julio Rico:

A Cultural History of Early Modern English Cryptography Manuals can be one of your starter books that are
good idea. We recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary which could increase
your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information.
The writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into delight arrangement in writing A Cultural
History of Early Modern English Cryptography Manuals although doesn't forget the main position, giving
the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource details that maybe you can be considered one of
it. This great information may drawn you into new stage of crucial thinking.

James Stevens:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up
being rare? Why so many query for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading.
Some people likes studying, not only science book but in addition novel and A Cultural History of Early
Modern English Cryptography Manuals as well as others sources were given expertise for you. After you
know how the truly great a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science e-book was created for
teacher or students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In various
other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes A Cultural History of Early Modern English
Cryptography Manuals to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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