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An American Empire, constructed over the last century, long ago overtook European colonialism, and it has
been widely assumed that the new globalism it espoused took us "beyond geography." Neil Smith debunks
that assumption, offering an incisive argument that American globalism had a distinct geography and was
pieced together as part of a powerful geographical vision. The power of geography did not die with the
twilight of European colonialism, but it did change fundamentally. That the inauguration of the American
Century brought a loss of public geographical sensibility in the United States was itself a political symptom
of the emerging empire. This book provides a vital geographical-historical context for understanding the
power and limits of contemporary globalization, which can now be seen as representing the third of three
distinct historical moments of U.S. global ambition.

The story unfolds through a decisive account of the career of Isaiah Bowman (1878–1950), the most famous
American geographer of the twentieth century. For nearly four decades Bowman operated around the vortex
of state power, working to bring an American order to the global landscape. An explorer on the famous
Machu Picchu expedition of 1911 who came to be known first as "Woodrow Wilson’s geographer," and later
as Frankin D. Roosevelt’s, Bowman was present at the creation of U.S. liberal foreign policy.

A quarter-century later, Bowman was at the center of Roosevelt’s State Department, concerned with the
disposition of Germany and heightened U.S. access to European colonies; he was described by Dean
Acheson as a key "architect of the United Nations." In that period he was a leader in American science,
served as president of Johns Hopkins University, and became an early and vociferous cold warrior. A
complicated, contradictory, and at times controversial figure who was very much in the public eye, he
appeared on the cover of Time magazine.

Bowman’s career as a geographer in an era when the value of geography was deeply questioned provides a
unique window into the contradictory uses of geographical knowledge in the construction of the American
Empire. Smith’s historical excavation reveals, in broad strokes yet with lively detail, that today's American-
inspired globalization springs not from the 1980s but from two earlier moments in 1919 and 1945, both of
which ended in failure. By recharting the geography of this history, Smith brings the politics—and the
limits—of contemporary globalization sharply into focus.
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From reader reviews:

Roxanne Jimenez:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the guide entitled American Empire: Roosevelt's Geographer and the Prelude to
Globalization (California Studies in Critical Human Geography). Try to make book American Empire:
Roosevelt's Geographer and the Prelude to Globalization (California Studies in Critical Human Geography)
as your pal. It means that it can being your friend when you feel alone and beside that course make you
smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you more confidence because you
can know every little thing by the book. So , let's make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

John Minnis:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they're still students or it for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that query above. Every person
has several personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
need do that. You must know how great and important the book American Empire: Roosevelt's Geographer
and the Prelude to Globalization (California Studies in Critical Human Geography). All type of book can you
see on many solutions. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Eldon Hall:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book thus.
There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new info. When
you read a reserve you will get new information because book is one of various ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, studying a book will make an individual more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to others. When you read this American
Empire: Roosevelt's Geographer and the Prelude to Globalization (California Studies in Critical Human
Geography), you could tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge
can inspire others, make them reading a publication.

Elmo Bragg:

Exactly why? Because this American Empire: Roosevelt's Geographer and the Prelude to Globalization
(California Studies in Critical Human Geography) is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting
for you to snap the item but latter it will distress you with the secret that inside. Reading this book close to it
was fantastic author who all write the book in such awesome way makes the content interior easier to
understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of not
hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of benefits



than the other book possess such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking method. So ,
still want to delay having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.
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