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Every modern democratic state imprisons thousands of offenders every year, depriving them of their liberty,
causing them a great deal of psychological and sometimes physical harm. Relationships are destroyed, jobs
are lost, the risk of the offender being harmed by other offenders is increased and all at great expense to the
state.

How can this brutal and costly enterprise be justified? Traditionally, philosophers answering this question
have argued either that the punishment of wrongdoers is a good in itself (retributivism), or that it is a
regrettable means to a valuable end, such as the deterrence of future wrongdoing, and thus justifiable on
consequentialist grounds. This book offers a critical examination of those theories and advances a new
argument for punishment's justification, calling it the 'duty view'. On this view, the permission to punish
offenders is grounded in the duties that they incur in virtue of their wrongdoing. The most important duties
that ground the justification of punishment are the duty to recognize that the offender has done wrong and
the duty to protect others against wrongdoing. In the light of these duties the state has a permission to punish
offenders to ensure that they recognize that what they have done is wrong, but also to protect others from
crime.

In contrast to other justifications of punishment grounded in deterrence, the duty view is developed in the
light of a non-consequentialist moral theory: a theory which endorses constraints on the pursuit of the good.
It is shown that it is normally wrong to harm a person as a means to pursue a greater good. However, there
are exceptions to this principle in cases where the person harmed has an enforceable duty to pursue the good.
The implications of this idea are explored both in the context of self-defense, and then in the context of
punishment. Through the systematic exploration of the relationship between self-defense and punishment,
the book makes significant progress in defending a plausible set of non-consequentialist moral principles that
justify the punishment of wrongdoers, and marks a significant contribution to the philosophical literature on
punishment.
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From reader reviews:

Kelley Thornton:

Inside other case, little people like to read book The Ends of Harm: The Moral Foundations of Criminal Law
(Oxford Legal Philosophy (Hardcover)). You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. As
long as we know about how is important some sort of book The Ends of Harm: The Moral Foundations of
Criminal Law (Oxford Legal Philosophy (Hardcover)). You can add knowledge and of course you can
around the world by a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can understand everything!
From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple factor until
wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, you can open a book or even searching by internet device. It
is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's read.

Steven Parrish:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important for us. The book The Ends of Harm: The Moral Foundations of
Criminal Law (Oxford Legal Philosophy (Hardcover)) has been making you to know about other expertise
and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The publication The Ends of
Harm: The Moral Foundations of Criminal Law (Oxford Legal Philosophy (Hardcover)) is not only giving
you considerably more new information but also to become your friend when you experience bored. You can
spend your own personal spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship with the book The Ends of
Harm: The Moral Foundations of Criminal Law (Oxford Legal Philosophy (Hardcover)). You never sense
lose out for everything if you read some books.

Michelle Favors:

This The Ends of Harm: The Moral Foundations of Criminal Law (Oxford Legal Philosophy (Hardcover))
usually are reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The main reason of this The Ends
of Harm: The Moral Foundations of Criminal Law (Oxford Legal Philosophy (Hardcover)) can be on the list
of great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple reading food but feed a person
with information that maybe will shock your preceding knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it
just about everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this The
Ends of Harm: The Moral Foundations of Criminal Law (Oxford Legal Philosophy (Hardcover)) giving you
an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we realize it
useful in your day task. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Gordon Frederick:

Beside this kind of The Ends of Harm: The Moral Foundations of Criminal Law (Oxford Legal Philosophy
(Hardcover)) in your phone, it can give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or data. The
information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh through the oven so don't end up being worry if you



feel like an older people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have The Ends of Harm: The Moral
Foundations of Criminal Law (Oxford Legal Philosophy (Hardcover)) because this book offers to you
personally readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you rarely get what it's exactly about.
Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be
questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the idea? Find this book along
with read it from right now!
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