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Soon after winning the presidency in 1845, according to the oft-repeated anecdote, James K. Polk slapped his
thigh and predicted what would be the "four great measures" of his administration: the acquisition of some or
all of the Oregon Country, the acquisition of California, a reduction in tariffs, and the establishment of a
permanent independent treasury. Over the next four years, the Tennessee Democrat achieved all four goals.
And those milestones—along with his purported enunciation of them—have come to define his presidency.
Indeed, repeated ad infinitum in U.S. history textbooks, Polk's bold listing of goals has become U.S. political
history’s equivalent of Babe Ruth’s called home run of the 1932 World Series, in which the slugger allegedly
gestured toward the outfield and, on the next pitch, slammed a home run.

            But then again, as Tom Chaffin reveals in this lively tour de force of historiographic sleuthing, like
Ruth's alleged "called shot" of 1932, the "four measures" anecdote hangs by the thinnest of evidentiary
threads. Indeed, not until the late 1880s, four decades after Polk’s presidency, did the story first appear in
print.

            In this eye-opening study, Tom Chaffin, author, historian, and, since 2008, editor of the multi-volume
series Correspondence of James K. Polk, dispatches the thigh-slap anecdote and other misconceptions
associated with Polk. In the process, Chaffin demonstrates how the "four measures" story has skewed our
understanding of the 11th U.S. president. As president, Polk enlarged his nation's area by a third—thus
rendering it truly a coast-to-coast continental nation-state. Indeed, the anecdote does not record, and
effectively obscures complex events, including notable failures—such as Polk's botched effort to purchase
Cuba, as well as his inability to shape the terms of California's and the New Mexico territory's admission into
the Union. Cuba would never enter the federal Union; and those other tasks would be left for successor
presidents. Indeed, debates over the future of slavery in the United States—debates accelerated by Polk's
territorial gains—eventually produced perhaps the central irony of his legacy: A president devoted to
national unity further sectionalized the nation’s politics, widening geopolitical fractures among the states that
soon led to civil war.

            Engagingly written and lavishly illustrated, Met His Every Goal?—intended for general readers,
students, and specialists—offers a primer on Polk and a revisionist view of much of the scholarship
concerning him and his era. Drawing on published scholarship as well as contemporary
documents—including heretofore unpublished materials—it presents a fresh portrait of an enigmatic
autocrat. And in Chaffin's examination of an oft-repeated anecdote long accepted as fact, readers witness a
case study in how historians use primary sources to explore—and in some cases, explode—received
conceptions of the past.

 

Tom Chaffin is research professor at the University of Tennessee, Knoxville, for which he directs and edits
the multi-volume series Correspondence of James K. Polk. He lives in Atlanta and is the author of, among
other books, Giant's Causeway: Frederick Douglass's Irish Odyssey and the Making of an American
Visionary, Pathfinder: John Charles Frémont and the Course of Empire, and Sea of Gray: The Around-the-



World Odyssey of the Confederate Raider Shenandoah.
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From reader reviews:

Colleen Key:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they're still students or that for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
desire do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Met His Every Goal?: James K. Polk
and the Legends of Manifest Destiny. All type of book can you see on many options. You can look for the
internet options or other social media.

Christopher Levi:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold
on guys this specific aren't like that. This Met His Every Goal?: James K. Polk and the Legends of Manifest
Destiny book is readable simply by you who hate those straight word style. You will find the data here are
arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to supply
to you. The writer regarding Met His Every Goal?: James K. Polk and the Legends of Manifest Destiny
content conveys the thought easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different
in the content but it just different as it. So , do you even now thinking Met His Every Goal?: James K. Polk
and the Legends of Manifest Destiny is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Renee Wood:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new details. When you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of a number of
ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to
definitely imagine the story how the people do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to others.
When you read this Met His Every Goal?: James K. Polk and the Legends of Manifest Destiny, you can tells
your family, friends and soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a
publication.

Miriam Normandin:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a book we can know
everything you want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This reserve Met His Every Goal?: James K. Polk and the Legends of Manifest Destiny was
filled concerning science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines
competence. Some people has various feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit from a
book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book



which you wanted.
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