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Italian writer/director Elio Petri (1929-1982) is of the cinematic era of Pasolini, Bertolucci, and Bellocchio,
and although he is recognized by film scholars as one of the major figures of Italian cinema, his work
remains largely unknown outside of Italy. Hardly a marginal figure, Petri began as an assistant to Giuseppe
De Santis and his future collaborators would include many of the most renowned film artists of the 20th
century: Marcello Mastroianni, Gian Maria Volonté, Dante Ferretti, Ennio Morricone, Ugo Pirro, and Tonino
Guerra. Due to Petri's belief that culture is inextricable from political struggle, he was a central figure in the
fervent debates of his time on both Italian cinema and culture that arose from the aftermath of World War II
to the 1980s. However, while generally characterized as a political filmmaker, this view is limited and
reductive, for Petri's films are polemical interrogations of social, religious, and political phenomena as well
as acute analyses of moral, psychological, and existential crises. His cinema is also informed by a rich and
profound understanding of and engagement with literature, philosophy, psychology, and art, evident for
instance in his adaptations of Sciascia's novels, Miller's The American Clock (for the stage), and Sartre's
Dirty Hands, as well as in his use of Pop and Abstract Art in The Tenth Victim, A Quiet Place in the
Country, and other films. Available for the first time in English, Writings on Cinema and Life is a collection
of texts Petri originally published mainly in French and Italian journals. Also included are several art
reviews, as well as Petri's essay on Sartre's Dirty Hands, a text forgotten until recently. Petri's affinity for
subtle analysis is evident in his clear and precise writing style, which utilizes concrete concepts and
observations, cinematographic references, and ideas drawn from literature, philosophy, and psychoanalysis.
There is as well an acute and scathing sense of humor that permeates many of the texts. Petri was the
recipient of the Palme d'Or, an Academy Award, and the Edgar Allan Poe award among many others, and in
2005 he was the subject of the documentary Elio Petri: Appunti Su Un Autore. This collection of Petri's
writings is an important contribution to the history of cinema and offers further insight into the work,
thought, and beliefs of one of cinema's most ambitious and innovative practitioners.
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From reader reviews:

Edgar Workman:

Book is usually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A e-book Writings on Cinema and Life will make
you to be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of
you think which open or reading the book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they might be
thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suitable book with you?

Fay Harris:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As we know
that book is very important for us. The book Writings on Cinema and Life had been making you to know
about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The
publication Writings on Cinema and Life is not only giving you more new information but also to become
your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your publication.
Try to make relationship with the book Writings on Cinema and Life. You never truly feel lose out for
everything should you read some books.

Jeannine Lawson:

The book Writings on Cinema and Life has a lot info on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of
benefit. The book was authored by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research just
before write this book. That book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after scanning this book.

June Ortiz:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source that will filled update of news. In this
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social such as
newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just trying to find
the Writings on Cinema and Life when you desired it?
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