
Abina and the Important Men: A Graphic History
Trevor R. Getz, Liz Clarke

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0190238747
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0190238747
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0190238747


Abina and the Important Men: A Graphic History

Trevor R. Getz, Liz Clarke

Abina and the Important Men: A Graphic History Trevor R. Getz, Liz Clarke
Winner of the James Harvey Robinson Prize from the American Historical Association--and widely
acclaimed by educators and students--Abina and the Important Men, Second Edition, is a compelling and
powerfully illustrated "graphic history" based on an 1876 court transcript of a West African woman named
Abina, who was wrongfully enslaved and took her case to court. The book is a microhistory that does much
more than simply depict an event in the past; it uses the power of illustration to convey important themes in
world history and to reveal the processes by which history is made.

The story of Abina Mansah--a woman "without history" who was wrongfully enslaved, escaped to British-
controlled territory, and then took her former master to court--takes place in the complex world of the Gold
Coast at the onset of late nineteenth-century colonialism. Slavery becomes a contested ground, as cultural
practices collide with an emerging wage economy and British officials turn a blind eye to the presence of
underpaid domestic workers in the households of African merchants. The main scenes of the story take place
in the courtroom, where Abina strives to convince a series of "important men"--a British judge, two Euro-
African attorneys, and a jury of local leaders--that her experiences and perceptions matter. "Am I free?"
Abina inquires. Throughout both the court case and the flashbacks that dramatically depict her life in
servitude, both the defendants and members of the court strive to "silence" Abina and to impose their own
understandings and meanings upon her.

Following the graphic history in Part I, Parts II-V provide detailed historical context for the story, a reading
guide that reconstructs and deconstructs the methods used to interpret the story, and strategies for using
Abina in various classroom settings.

This second edition features a new gender-rich section, Part V: Engaging Abina, which explores Abina's
life and narrative as a woman. Focusing on such important themes as the relationship between slavery and
gender in pre-colonial Akan society, the role of marriage in Abina's experience, colonial paternalism, and the
meaning of cloth and beads in her story, this section also includes a debate on whether or not Abina was a
slave, with contributions by three award-winning scholars--Antoinette Burton, Sandra Greene, and Kwasi
Konadu--each working from different perspectives. The second edition includes new, additional testimony
that was rediscovered in the National Archives of Ghana, which is also reflected in the graphic history
section.
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From reader reviews:

Geraldine Davis:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important for us. The book Abina and the Important Men: A Graphic History
was making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It doesn't
matter what advantages for you. The e-book Abina and the Important Men: A Graphic History is not only
giving you considerably more new information but also for being your friend when you experience bored.
You can spend your spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship while using book Abina and the
Important Men: A Graphic History. You never really feel lose out for everything in case you read some
books.

Robert Clift:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading routine
give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information
inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind
of book you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you
want sense happy read one along with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Often the Abina and
the Important Men: A Graphic History is kind of guide which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Shirley Morales:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world may share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their very own reader
with their story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the books. But also they write
about the information about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to
improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some research before they write with their book. One of
them is this Abina and the Important Men: A Graphic History.

Rick Fairchild:

Why? Because this Abina and the Important Men: A Graphic History is an unordinary book that the inside of
the guide waiting for you to snap it but latter it will surprise you with the secret this inside. Reading this
book adjacent to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such remarkable way makes the content
interior easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for
you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a
lot of advantages than the other book get such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking
means. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I had been you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.
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