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Amid the spiritual and intellectual turmoil of seventeenth-century England, the Quakers emerged and grew
into a distinct and enduring religious movement. This book offers a fresh and striking insight into early
Quaker history through a study of their distinctive ways of speaking, which, together with their use of
silence, served as a specific identifying feature of the movement.

Using the combined perspectives of the ethnography of speaking, symbolic anthropology, and the historical
sociology of religion, Richard Bauman shows that for the very early Quakers speaking and silence were key
symbols, providing both a vocabulary for conceptualizing their principles as well as a vehicle for carrying
these principles into action. Silence was not merely an abstention from speaking or an empty interval
between utterances, but an act as richly textured and multidimensional in its meanings as speaking. Both
unified thought and action. Professor Bauman discusses many instances of the operation of speaking and
silence, including, among other central elements of early Quaker belief and practice, the contexts and
settings of Quaker religious communication, the patterns and functions of Quaker "plain language," and the
Quaker testimony against the swearing of oaths. In particular, he examines the role of the minister, both as a
dynamic speaker who played out the tension between speaking and silence, and as a link between the outside
world and the Quaker inner community. He also uses the role of the minister to trace the changes in
speaking, and, correspondingly, the direction of the Quaker movement, during the seventeenth century.

This book is unique in that it comprehends both the cultural and social aspects of Quaker history by
explicating their construction of meaning through their use of language. Its unified approach will make it of
interest to sociolinguists, social historians, symbolic anthropologists, and sociologists of religion.
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From reader reviews:

Peggy Ross:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each book has different aim as well as goal; it means that
guide has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is actually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, individual feel need book after they found difficult problem or even exercise.
Well, probably you will need this Let Your Words Be Few: Symbolism of Speaking and Silence Among
Seventeenth-Century Quakers.

Jordan Moore:

This Let Your Words Be Few: Symbolism of Speaking and Silence Among Seventeenth-Century Quakers
usually are reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The key reason why of this
Let Your Words Be Few: Symbolism of Speaking and Silence Among Seventeenth-Century Quakers can be
on the list of great books you must have is giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed anyone
with information that perhaps will shock your previous knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it
everywhere you go and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed types. Beside that this Let Your
Words Be Few: Symbolism of Speaking and Silence Among Seventeenth-Century Quakers forcing you to
have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that could it
useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

John Martindale:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you will have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Let Your Words Be Few: Symbolism
of Speaking and Silence Among Seventeenth-Century Quakers, you may enjoy both. It is very good
combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout
fellas. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its named reading friends.

James Bouchard:

This Let Your Words Be Few: Symbolism of Speaking and Silence Among Seventeenth-Century Quakers is
new way for you who has interest to look for some information since it relief your hunger details. Getting
deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having little bit of digest in
reading this Let Your Words Be Few: Symbolism of Speaking and Silence Among Seventeenth-Century
Quakers can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this particular book is easy
to get by anyone. These books acquire itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, sure I mean in



the e-book type. People who think that in book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this reserve is the
answer. So there isn't any in reading a publication especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It
should be here for you actually. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book sort for your better life in
addition to knowledge.
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