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A man-made wonder, a connective network, an economic force, a bringer of blight and sprawl and the
possibility of escape-the U.S. interstate system transformed America. The Big Roads presents the surprising
history of how we got from dirt tracks to expressways in the space of a single lifetime.Earl Swift brings to
light the visionaries who created these essential highways as well as the critics and citizens who questioned
their headlong expansion throughout the country, including:Carl Fisher, the irrepressible car-racing
entrepreneur who spurred the push for good roads in the early years of the automobile, built the Indianapolis
Motor Speedway, and made a fortune creating Miami Beach, only to lose it all;Thomas MacDonald, chief
among a handful of driven engineers who conceived of the interstates and how they would work, years
before President Eisenhower knew the plans existed;Lewis Mumford, the critic whose crusade against
America's budding love affair with the automobile-and the ever bigger roads it required-now seems
prescient;Joe Wiles, an African American family man turned activist, one of thousands of ordinary citizens
in dozens of cities who found their homes and communities targeted by the concrete juggernaut-and were
unwilling to be uprooted in the name of progress.In mapping a fascinating route through the dreams,
discoveries, and protests that shaped these mighty roads, Swift shows that the interstates embody the
wanderlust, grand scale, and conflicting notions of citizenship that define America.
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From reader reviews:

Pearlie Henry:

This book untitled The Big Roads: The Untold Story of the Engineers, Visionaries, and Trailblazers Who
Created the American Superhighways to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, that is
because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this book in the
book store or you can order it through online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you
quicker to read this book, since you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to your
account to past this reserve from your list.

Thomas Bedwell:

The Big Roads: The Untold Story of the Engineers, Visionaries, and Trailblazers Who Created the American
Superhighways can be one of your basic books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away
because this publication has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in words, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her
effort to get every word into delight arrangement in writing The Big Roads: The Untold Story of the
Engineers, Visionaries, and Trailblazers Who Created the American Superhighways nevertheless doesn't
forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource data that maybe you can be
among it. This great information may drawn you into completely new stage of crucial imagining.

Jessica Davis:

Within this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What
you have to do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. On
the list of books in the top listing in your reading list is definitely The Big Roads: The Untold Story of the
Engineers, Visionaries, and Trailblazers Who Created the American Superhighways. This book that is
certainly qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking up
and review this book you can get many advantages.

Elaine Harvey:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year to be able to year. As we know those books
have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. With the
book The Big Roads: The Untold Story of the Engineers, Visionaries, and Trailblazers Who Created the
American Superhighways we can have more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? Being creative
person must want to read a book. Merely choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't become
doubt to change your life by this book The Big Roads: The Untold Story of the Engineers, Visionaries, and
Trailblazers Who Created the American Superhighways. You can more appealing than now.
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