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Bread and circuses were what the Romans demanded of their emperors, and for more than 500 years
spectacular events in amphitheaters, circuses, and theaters were the most important leisure activities of the
masses in all parts of the Roman empire. In Rome itself, public holidays featuring magnificent and costly
shows occupied more than half the year. Comedies and tragedies, pantomimes and bawdy folk plays were
staged in the theaters, while in the arena of the Colosseum, opened in a.d. 80, gladiators fought in pairs or
with wild animals to satisfy the blood lust of the crowd, and hundreds of thousands of race-goers packed the
stands of the Circus Maximus to enjoy the thrills of chariot racing.

The organization of games came to be part and parcel of electioneering in towns and cities and was
increasingly used as a means to consolidate the power of the reigning emperor. Like the sports stars of today,
the top gladiators, charioteers, and actors were folk heroes, and the power of their universal appeal was
recognized and exploited by politicians and emperors alike.

Two thousand years later, the Roman games may seem remote, but, as this superbly illustrated book shows,
they satisfied the same need for excitement and hero-worship that gives rise to the intense media coverage of
sports in our own time.
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From reader reviews:

Archie Moriarty:

With other case, little people like to read book Gladiators and Caesars: The Power of Spectacle in Ancient
Rome. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. So long as we know about how is important
a book Gladiators and Caesars: The Power of Spectacle in Ancient Rome. You can add knowledge and of
course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can learn everything!
From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple point until
wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or even searching by internet
gadget. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's study.

Chris Barrentine:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what your own problem? How about your time? Or are you busy particular person? If
you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have free
time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They must answer that question since just
their can do which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is suitable. Because
start from on jardín de infancia until university need this particular Gladiators and Caesars: The Power of
Spectacle in Ancient Rome to read.

Willie Grajeda:

It is possible to spend your free time to study this book this guide. This Gladiators and Caesars: The Power
of Spectacle in Ancient Rome is simple to bring you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and soon. If
you did not include much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is
make you quicker to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Betty Brown:

As we know that book is important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a guide we can know
everything you want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This reserve Gladiators and Caesars: The Power of Spectacle in Ancient Rome
was filled concerning science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines
competence. Some people has various feel when they reading the book. If you know how big selling point of
a book, you can feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that
you wanted.
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