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Chen Hongmou (1696-1771) was arguably the most influential Chinese official of the eighteenth century and
unquestionably its most celebrated field administrator. He served as governor-general, governor, or in lesser
provincial-level posts in more than a dozen provinces, achieving after his death cult status as a “model
official.”

In this magisterial study, the author draws on Chen’s life and career to answer a range of questions: What did
mid-Qing bureaucrats think they were doing? How did they conceive the universe and their society, what did
they see as their potential to “save the world,” and what would the world, properly saved, be like? The
answers to these questions are important not only because vast numbers of people were subject to these
officials’ governance, but because the verdict of their successors was that they did their jobs remarkably well
and should be emulated.

Three persistent tensions in elite consciousness focus the author’s investigation. First, the elite adhered to the
fundamentalist moral dictates of Song neo-Confucian orthodoxy at the same time that a new valuation of
pragmatic, technocratic prowess abhorrent to the moral tradition emerged. Second, two contradictory views
on the use of “statecraft” to achieve an ordered world were in play—one that favored the expansive use of
the state apparatus, and one that emphasized indigenous local elites and communities. Finally, the
subordination of human beings to the service of hierarchical social groupings contended with a growing
appreciation of the dignity, moral worth, and productive potential of the individual.

The author uses a holistic approach, attempting, for example, to explore how notions regarding gender roles
and funerary ritual related to Qing economic thought, how the encounter with other cultures on the
expanding frontiers helped form ideas of “civilized” conduct at home, and how an official’s negotiation of
the complex Qing bureaucracy affected his approach to social policy. The author also considers how
attitudes formed during the prosperous and highly dynamic eighteenth century conditioned China’s
responses to the crises it confronted in the centuries to follow.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Maravilla:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yeah, you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their spare
time to take a walk, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open as well as read a book titled Saving the
World: Chen Hongmou and Elite Consciousness in Eighteenth-Century China? Maybe it is to become best
activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can
more intelligent than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have some other opinion?

Bill Bobby:

This Saving the World: Chen Hongmou and Elite Consciousness in Eighteenth-Century China is great e-
book for you because the content that is full of information for you who else always deal with world and get
to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it information accurately using great organize
word or we can state no rambling sentences included. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole
info in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but challenging core information with
lovely delivering sentences. Having Saving the World: Chen Hongmou and Elite Consciousness in
Eighteenth-Century China in your hand like finding the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one
particular. We can say that no publication that offer you world in ten or fifteen second right but this guide
already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt which?

Robert Black:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you could have it in
e-book method, more simple and reachable. This specific Saving the World: Chen Hongmou and Elite
Consciousness in Eighteenth-Century China can give you a lot of friends because by you looking at this one
book you have issue that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This book can be
one of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't
recognize, by knowing more than other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We should have
Saving the World: Chen Hongmou and Elite Consciousness in Eighteenth-Century China.

Diane Reid:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from your book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source that will filled
update of news. Within this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for an
individual. From media social including newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference
book, new and comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to
spread out your book? Or just looking for the Saving the World: Chen Hongmou and Elite Consciousness in
Eighteenth-Century China when you necessary it?
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