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Giovanni Battista Viotti was unquestionably the most influential violinist of his time, and his style continues
to pervade to the present day. The last great representative of the Italian tradition that Corelli began, Viotti is
often considered the founder of the modern or 19th-century French school of violin playing. In Amico: The
Life of Giovanni Battista Viotti, author Warwick Lister provides the first complete biography in English of
this continuously significant violinist. Much of the documentary material Lister cites is previously unknown
or not translated. Lister's biography takes the reader on a fascinating journey over the European continent
and into the musical culture of the late 18th century. Born one year prior to Mozart and dying three years
before Beethoven's death, Viotti rose from the humble origins of a blacksmith's son in a village near Turin,
Italy, to international fame. His multifarious career as a concert performer, composer, teacher, opera theater
director, and impresario was played out against the backdrop of a dramatically changing world - he served as
a court musician for no less a figure than Marie Antoinette before founding an opera house in Paris. Viotti
also knew tragedy as well as success: he was forced to flee the French Revolution, he was exiled from
England for an extended period based on suspicions of certain Jacobin tendencies, his attempt to establish
himself in business met with failure, and he died heavily in debt. Lister concludes Amico by coming to grips
with the very things that account for Viotti's greatness and influence: the technical aspects of his violin
playing and compositions. With its extensive documentary research and the inclusion of translations of
various archival documents, this is the essential English-language biography of Viotti, a significant addition
to the libraries of students and scholars of 18th and early 19th century music, as well as violin performers,
students, and instructors.
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From reader reviews:

Keith Taylor:

Do you among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys this
aren't like that. This Amico: The Life of Giovanni Battista Viotti book is readable by simply you who hate
the straight word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without
leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer involving Amico: The Life of
Giovanni Battista Viotti content conveys the thought easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and
e-book are not different in the information but it just different such as it. So , do you even now thinking
Amico: The Life of Giovanni Battista Viotti is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Annie Adcock:

Amico: The Life of Giovanni Battista Viotti can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. We
recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary which could increase your
knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The writer
giving his/her effort to put every word into delight arrangement in writing Amico: The Life of Giovanni
Battista Viotti although doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm
resource details that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into
completely new stage of crucial thinking.

Joni Thompson:

Reading a book to get new life style in this season; every people loves to learn a book. When you go through
a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. If you need to get information about your research, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, as well as
soon. The Amico: The Life of Giovanni Battista Viotti provide you with new experience in looking at a
book.

John Threadgill:

On this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more special than other.
Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you are related is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. Among the books in the
top listing in your reading list will be Amico: The Life of Giovanni Battista Viotti. This book and that is
qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking upwards and review
this publication you can get many advantages.
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