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Beauty's Body is about how Art comes to wear a feminine face in the painting, poetry, and prose of British
aestheticism, and what it means that it wears that face—for art, for women, and for those who, a century
later, construct theories about aesthetics and gender.

The book argues that representations of femininity in aestheticist writing and works of art are not merely
incidental or decorative, but play an integral part in the cultural work of aestheticism. Aestheticism's
feminine figures help construct the category of "the aesthetic" and the concept of self-reflective, autonomous
art that goes along with it. Visually appealing and yet inaccessible, feminine figures also provide for a new
kind of relation to objects that makes possible advanced commodity culture. By looking at how femininity
functions as a system of signification in Victorian aestheticism, moreover, we can see the ways in which
much of our own theorizing about aesthetics unconsciously employs a similar system of signification to
manage, through disavowal and evasion, its own internal contradictions.

The book moves from the Pre-Raphaelite poetry of Christina Rossetti, Dante Gabriel Rossetti, and Algernon
Charles Swinburne, to the paintings of Rossetti, James Whistler, and Edward Burne-Jones, to the drawing
rooms of art collectors and the people of taste imagined by aestheticist experts like Charles Eastlake, to the
anti-aestheticist parodies that appear in George Du Maurier's Punch cartoons and Vernon Lee’s satirical Miss
Brown. It places Mary Elizabeth Haweiss’s beauty manuals alongside the praises of cosmetics in the work of
"decadent" writers like Aubrey Beardsley and Max Beerbohm.

In the process, the book maps out the ways in which the sign of femininity functions to hold aestheticism
together and manage the contradictions inherent in the claim to artistic autonomy in commodity culture.
Finally, Beauty's Body argues that aestheticist texts provide the critical tools for examining moments in the
work of twentieth-century Marxist theorists of the aesthetic—Peter Bürger, Herbert Marcuse, Theodore
Adorno—moments in which femininity functions as the limit of theory, aestheticizing the ideas or
phenomena it touches and thus removing them from the realm of things that have to be accounted for or
explained.
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From reader reviews:

Timothy Brown:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive currently, people have
do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific Beauty's
Body: Femininity and Representation in British Aestheticism book as basic and daily reading book. Why,
because this book is more than just a book.

Jose Scott:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
in the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill
your own free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book is usually option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try look
for book, may be the e-book untitled Beauty's Body: Femininity and Representation in British Aestheticism
can be fine book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Florence Booth:

Beside this particular Beauty's Body: Femininity and Representation in British Aestheticism in your phone, it
may give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you will
got here is fresh from oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow
commune. It is good thing to have Beauty's Body: Femininity and Representation in British Aestheticism
because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you rarely
get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable
arrangement here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss
this? Find this book along with read it from currently!

Elizabeth Webster:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is prepared or printed or outlined from each source in which filled update of news. On this
modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in search
of the Beauty's Body: Femininity and Representation in British Aestheticism when you necessary it?
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