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From the INTRODUCTION.
The Old French romance, Perlesvaus, with which the following pages deal, was published in 1866 in
conjunction with the Perceval of Crestien de Troyes. Since the date of its publication, the work has several
times been the object of more or less fruitful discussion. The past investigation on the subject, however, has
been limited merely to the bearing the romance has on questions relating to the Holy Grail. The Perlesvaus,
it seems, has shared the fate of most Grail works in that its importance for the history of the Grail legend has
for the time being overshadowed the interest in the work itself. While several permanent contributions have
been made with respect to parts of the romance, there has been thus far no independent attempt to learn
definitely the origin and the nature of the work.
The need then of a special study of the Perlesvaus will be readily admitted. Certainly, the romance is of
sufficient importance as a Grail work to justify such an undertaking; moreover, aside from its connection
with the Grail legend it possesses a peculiar interest as one of the earliest examples of French literary prose.
Consequently, if the Perlesvaus is, as it has been held to be, chiefly a compilation from other contemporary
works, the first step in the further study of it is to ascertain from what particular sources it was compiled. At
the same time the question of the extent and nature of the indebtedness to these sources should be
considered. It is with a view to the partial settlement of these two questions: the particular sources of the
Perlesvaus and the relation of the romance to these sources, that the present study is made.
The previous studies dealing with the work serve as a starting-point for the investigation in hand. A review
of this literature will be made in order to indicate the results thus far reached by writers on the subject and to
determine what special points are still open to discussion. This method will define largely the course of the
present study. As to the limits of the study, it was at first planned to take account of most of the sources of
the Perlesvaus, the order in which the sources were to be treated being as far as possible according to their
relative importance. That is, those works were to be considered first to which the Perlesvaus appeared to be
most closely related; those were to be considered next with which it showed less connection; and so on, as its
affinity with the works in question diminished. For so full a treatment, however, more time and space would
have been necessary than could be given to the study. Accordingly the relationship of the romance only to its
more important sources will be considered here.
The present inquiry, however, had necessarily to be preceded by an examination of the MSS. of the
Perlesvaus. The modern edition of the romance was published by Potvin from a single MS. in the
Bibliothèque de Bourgogne at Brussels, though variants were also given from a Bern MS. which contains
two fragments of the work. Since the publication of Potvin's edition, however, five additional MSS. have
come to light containing the Perlesvaus in some form or other; and in 1876 the Rev. Robert Williams edited
a Welsh translation (with a Modern English rendition by himself) which M. Gaston Paris ascribes to a better
French text than that of Potvin's MS. The necessity is thus apparent of considering first this additional MS.
material before proceeding to the study of the work. Three of the MSS. unknown to Potvin (which are
virtually two as the third is a late copy of the second) are in Paris, a fourth is in Chantilly, and a fifth at
Oxford. The present writer has made a somewhat detailed examination of these MSS. and has also partially
verified the Potvin text according to the Brussels MS.; the results of this examination will be found in the
following pages.
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From reader reviews:

James Snyder:

Here thing why this kind of The Old French Grail Romance - Perlesvaus: A Study of Its Principle Sources
are different and reliable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good nevertheless it depends in the
content than it which is the content is as delicious as food or not. The Old French Grail Romance -
Perlesvaus: A Study of Its Principle Sources giving you information deeper since different ways, you can
find any book out there but there is no guide that similar with The Old French Grail Romance - Perlesvaus:
A Study of Its Principle Sources. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your personal eyes
about the thing this happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. It is easy to bring
everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your way home by train. In case you are having difficulties
in bringing the printed book maybe the form of The Old French Grail Romance - Perlesvaus: A Study of Its
Principle Sources in e-book can be your option.

Lillian Owensby:

The actual book The Old French Grail Romance - Perlesvaus: A Study of Its Principle Sources has a lot
details on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was published
by the very famous author. Tom makes some research previous to write this book. That book very easy to
read you may get the point easily after looking over this book.

John White:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you might have it
in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. That The Old French Grail Romance - Perlesvaus: A Study
of Its Principle Sources can give you a lot of pals because by you looking at this one book you have factor
that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for
you to get success. This guide offer you information that probably your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing
more than different make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We need to have The Old French Grail
Romance - Perlesvaus: A Study of Its Principle Sources.

Irvin Ehlers:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our know-how for everything. By a book we can know
everything you want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This e-book The Old French Grail Romance - Perlesvaus: A Study of Its
Principle Sources was filled with regards to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your
scientific research competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a book. If you know how
big advantage of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like right now, many ways to
get book that you simply wanted.
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