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From the author of the extraordinary Vampire Chronicles comes a huge, hypnotic novel of witchcraft and the
occult through four centuries.

Demonstrating, once again, her gift for spellbinding storytelling and the creation of legend, Anne Rice makes
real for us a great dynasty of witches--a family given to poetry and to incest, to murder and to philosophy; a
family that, over the ages, is itself haunted by a powerful, dangerous, and seductive being.

On the veranda of a great New Orleans house, now faded, a mute and fragile woman sits rocking . . . and
The Witching Hour begins.

It begins in our time with a rescue at sea.  Rowan Mayfair, a beautiful woman, a brilliant practitioner of
neurosurgery--aware that she has special powers but unaware that she comes from an ancient line of witches-
-finds the drowned body of a man off the coast of California and brings him to life.  He is Michael Curry,
who was born in New Orleans and orphaned in childhood by fire on Christmas Eve, who pulled himself up
from poverty, and who now, in his brief interval of death, has acquired a sensory power that mystifies and
frightens him.

As these two, fiercely drawn to each other, fall in love and--in passionate alliance--set out to solve the
mystery of her past and his unwelcome gift, the novel moves backward and forward in time from today's
New Orleans and San Francisco to long-ago Amsterdam and a château in the France of Louis XIV.  An
intricate tale of evil unfolds--an evil unleashed in seventeenth-century Scotland, where the first "witch,"
Suzanne of the Mayfair, conjures up the spirit she names Lasher . . . a creation that spells her own
destruction and torments each of her descendants in turn.

From the coffee plantations of Port au Prince, where the great Mayfair fortune is made and the legacy of
their dark power is almost destroyed, to Civil War New Orleans, as Julien--the clan's only male to be
endowed with occult powers--provides for the dynasty its foothold in America, the dark, luminous story
encompasses dramas of seduction and death, episodes of tenderness and healing.  And always--through peril
and escape, tension and release--there swirl around us the echoes of eternal war: innocence versus the
corruption of the spirit, sanity against madness, life against death.  With a dreamlike power, the novel draws
us, through circuitous, twilight paths, to the present and Rowan's increasingly inspired and risky moves in
the merciless game that binds her to her heritage. And in New Orleans, on Christmas Eve, this strangest of
family sagas is brought to its startling climax.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Floyd:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a go walking,
shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or read a book called The Witching Hour (Lives of Mayfair
Witches Book 1)? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time
using your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have
some other opinion?

Bonita Crist:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a publication you will get new information simply because book is one of
several ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you actually
more imaginative. When you looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring that you imagine
the story how the characters do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some others.
When you read this The Witching Hour (Lives of Mayfair Witches Book 1), you may tells your family,
friends and soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a book.

Harold Houston:

You are able to spend your free time you just read this book this e-book. This The Witching Hour (Lives of
Mayfair Witches Book 1) is simple to deliver you can read it in the area, in the beach, train along with soon.
If you did not have much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make
you much easier to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Joshua Yoshida:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source in which filled update of
news. On this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From
media social such as newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just seeking the The Witching Hour (Lives of Mayfair Witches Book 1) when you needed it?
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