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John Haslam’s Illustrations of Madness, written in 1810, occupies a special place in psychiatric history, it
was the first book-length account of one single psychiatric case written by a British psychiatrist. John
Haslam, apothecary to London’s Bethlem Hospital, and a leading psychiatrist of the early-nineteenth
century, details the case of James Tilly Matthews, who had been a patient in the hospital for some ten years.
Matthews claimed he was sane, as did his friends and certain doctors. Haslam, on behalf of the Bethlem
authorities, contended he was insane, and attempted to demonstrate this by presenting a detailed account of
Matthew’s own delusional system, as far as possible in Matthew’s own words.

Originally published in 1988 as part of the Tavistock Classics in the History of Psychiatry series, Roy
Porter’s Introduction to this facsimile reprint of an historic book goes beyond Haslam’s text to reveal the
extraordinary psychiatric politics surrounding Matthew’s confinement and the court case it produced, leading
up to Haslam’s dismissal from his post. Still relevant today, Haslam’s account can be used as material upon
which to base a modern diagnosis of Matthew’s disorder.
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From reader reviews:

Melvin Loch:

This book untitled Illustrations of Madness (Psychology Revivals) to be one of several books that will best
seller in this year, here is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily
to buy this particular book in the book store or you can order it by means of online. The publisher of this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, since you can read this book in your Cell
phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this guide from your list.

Hazel Freese:

Illustrations of Madness (Psychology Revivals) can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. Many
of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary which could increase your
knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The
author giving his/her effort to set every word into joy arrangement in writing Illustrations of Madness
(Psychology Revivals) although doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and also based
confirm resource information that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can certainly drawn
you into brand new stage of crucial pondering.

Faye Bolin:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got college students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And
also you know that little person including reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to
know that reading is very important as well as book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to add you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update regarding something by
book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is Illustrations
of Madness (Psychology Revivals).

Piedad Trainor:

A lot of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a book. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the book Illustrations of Madness (Psychology Revivals) to
make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading proficiency is developing
when you including reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle
the sensation about book and reading especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open up a book
and go through it. Beside that the reserve Illustrations of Madness (Psychology Revivals) can to be your new
friend when you're sense alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of this time.
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