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"The works of Plautus," writes Palmer Bovie, "mark the real beginning of Roman literature." Now Bovie and
David Slavitt have brought together a distinguished group of translators for the final two volumes of a four-
volume set containing all twenty-one surviving comedies of one of Western literature's greatest dramatists.

Born in Sarsina, Umbria, in 254 B.C., Plautus is said to have worked in Rome as a stage carpenter and later
as a miller's helper. Whether authentic or not, these few details about the playwright's life are consistent with
the image of him one might infer from his plays. Plautus was not "literary" but rather an energetic and
resourceful man of the world who spoke the language of the people. His dramatic works were his way of
describing and portraying that world in a language the people understood.

Since Plautus's career unfolded against the background of the Second Punic War, it is not surprising that his
prologues often end with a wish for the audience's "good luck against your enemies" or that the plays have
their share of arrogant generals, boastful military captains, and mercenary adventurers. But other
unforgettable characters are here as well?among them Euclio, in the Aulularia, the model for Molière's
miser. In these lively new translations, which effectively communicate the vitality and verve of the originals,
the plays of Plautus are accessible to a new generation.

Plays and translators:

Volume 4: Persa, Palmer Bovie. Menaechmi, Palmer Bovie. Cistellaria, R. H. W. Dillard. Pseudolus,
Richard Beacham. Stichus, Carol Poster. Vidularia, John Wright.
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From reader reviews:

Micheal McDonough:

This book untitled Plautus: The Comedies (Plautus (Paperback)) (Volume 4) to be one of several books that
best seller in this year, this is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will
easily to buy this particular book in the book store or you can order it via online. The publisher with this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, because you can read this book in your
Smart phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this guide from your list.

Jennifer Mendoza:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of various ways to share
the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to imagine the story how
the people do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this Plautus:
The Comedies (Plautus (Paperback)) (Volume 4), you may tells your family, friends as well as soon about
yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a publication.

Donald Lombard:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you might have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you are ride on and with addition info. Even you love Plautus: The Comedies (Plautus
(Paperback)) (Volume 4), you could enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still desire to miss it?
What kind of hang type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its
referred to as reading friends.

Martin Hobson:

Reading a book to become new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you go through
a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what
forms of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of
us novel, comics, along with soon. The Plautus: The Comedies (Plautus (Paperback)) (Volume 4) provide
you with a new experience in looking at a book.
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