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Americans look to China with fascination and fear, unsure whether the rising Asian power is friend or foe
but certain it will play a crucial role in America’s future. This is nothing new, Gordon Chang says. For
centuries, Americans have been convinced of China’s importance to their own national destiny. Fateful Ties
draws on literature, art, biography, popular culture, and politics to trace America’s long and varied
preoccupation with China.

China has held a special place in the American imagination from colonial times, when Jamestown settlers
pursued a passage to the Pacific and Asia. In the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, Americans plied a
profitable trade in Chinese wares, sought Chinese laborers to build the West, and prized China’s art and
decor. China was revered for its ancient culture but also drew Christian missionaries intent on saving souls in
a heathen land. Its vast markets beckoned expansionists, even as its migrants were seen as a “yellow peril”
that prompted the earliest immigration restrictions. A staunch ally during World War II, China was a
dangerous adversary in the Cold War that followed. In the post-Mao era, Americans again embraced China
as a land of inexhaustible opportunity, playing a central role in its economic rise.

Through portraits of entrepreneurs, missionaries, academics, artists, diplomats, and activists, Chang
demonstrates how ideas about China have long been embedded in America’s conception of itself and its own
fate. Fateful Ties provides valuable perspective on this complex international and intercultural relationship as
America navigates an uncertain new era.
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From reader reviews:

Louise Reyes:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim as well as goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They may be reading whatever
they acquire because their hobby is definitely reading a book. How about the person who don't like reading a
book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book if they found difficult problem or maybe exercise. Well,
probably you will require this Fateful Ties: A History of America's Preoccupation with China.

Willard Griffin:

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok you
can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Fateful Ties: A History of
America's Preoccupation with China which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.

Nancy Collins:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many question for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes reading
through, not only science book and also novel and Fateful Ties: A History of America's Preoccupation with
China as well as others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the truly amazing a
book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or perhaps students
especially. Those publications are helping them to increase their knowledge. In some other case, beside
science guide, any other book likes Fateful Ties: A History of America's Preoccupation with China to make
your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Terry McConnell:

E-book is one of source of understanding. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen want book to know the upgrade information of year for you to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. By book Fateful Ties: A History of America's Preoccupation with China we can have more
advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? Being creative person must choose to read a book. Just
choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life by this
book Fateful Ties: A History of America's Preoccupation with China. You can more inviting than now.
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