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The Free Exercise Clause of the First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution guarantees citizens the freedom to
practice their religion. To Native Hawaiians, this implies the freedom to follow a way of life that recognizes
and reveres the sacredness of many places, life forms, and natural forces. This chapter begins by providing a
summary description of traditional Native Hawaiian religious beliefs.

U.S. courts, however, have increasingly narrowed the scope of the Free Exercise Clause. Various judicial
decisions have rendered the American Indian Religious Freedom Act of 1978, which also covers Native
Hawaiians, largely devoid of meaningful protection in practice. In addition, several court rulings have
essentially nullified the intent of the Religious Freedom Restoration Act of 1993. These developments have
cast unsettling doubt on the continued survival and free exercise of indigenous faiths.

This chapter comprehensively recounts the history of the relevant cases. It also seeks to clarify the shifting
legal definitions of what constitutes religious practice and the frequently debated distinctions between a
burden and a prohibition on such practice. It concludes by expressing the hope that stronger legislation can
be passed to safeguard the unique and time-honored religion of Native Hawaiians.

“Religious Freedom” is Chapter 15 of Native Hawaiian Law: A Treatise, a volume that updates and expands
on the seminal work of the 1991 Native Hawaiian Rights Handbook. The publication is a collaborative effort
of the Native Hawaiian Legal Corporation, Ka Huli Ao Center for Excellence in Native Hawaiian Law at the
William S. Richardson School of Law – University of Hawai‘i at M?noa, and Kamehameha Publishing.
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From reader reviews:

Ellen Wirth:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on
guys this kind of aren't like that. This Native Hawaiian Law - A Treatise, Chapter 15: Religious Freedom
book is readable through you who hate those straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange
for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to
you. The writer regarding Native Hawaiian Law - A Treatise, Chapter 15: Religious Freedom content
conveys the thought easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
content material but it just different in the form of it. So , do you even now thinking Native Hawaiian Law -
A Treatise, Chapter 15: Religious Freedom is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Enrique Flora:

The actual book Native Hawaiian Law - A Treatise, Chapter 15: Religious Freedom has a lot of knowledge
on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was published by the very famous
author. Mcdougal makes some research before write this book. This particular book very easy to read you
may get the point easily after reading this book.

Willie Letchworth:

This Native Hawaiian Law - A Treatise, Chapter 15: Religious Freedom is new way for you who has
attention to look for some information as it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you onto it
getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this
Native Hawaiian Law - A Treatise, Chapter 15: Religious Freedom can be the light food for you personally
because the information inside that book is easy to get by anyone. These books acquire itself in the form
which can be reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in e-
book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a
book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an individual. So ,
don't miss it! Just read this e-book kind for your better life along with knowledge.

Alberta Townsend:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book seemed to be
rare? Why so many question for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book but in addition novel and Native Hawaiian Law - A Treatise,
Chapter 15: Religious Freedom or maybe others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how
the truly great a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or
perhaps students especially. Those publications are helping them to include their knowledge. In some other
case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Native Hawaiian Law - A Treatise, Chapter 15: Religious
Freedom to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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