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Elaborate analogies between Irish and Jewish history, between Irish and Jewish subjectivities, occur with
surprising frequency throughout American literature. They recall James Joyce's Leopold Bloom and episodes
of Ulysses, Douglas Hyde's analogies during the Celtic Revival between learning Hebrew and learning Irish,
and a myriad of claims of an unusual relationship between these peoples that goes beyond comparisons of
their respective diasporic histories. But how does one describe this uncanny relationship, one often marked
by hostility, affinity, and ambivalence, without essentializing people whose origins, class affiliation,
educations, life experiences, and so on are enormously different?

"Something Dreadful and Grand": American Literature and the Irish-Jewish Unconscious describes a
complex allosemitism and allohibernianism through a variety of cultural texts with which immigrant Irish
and Jewish Americans were most engaged: popular music of the Tin Pan Alley era, tenement literature from
Anzia Yezierska and James T. Farrell through the posthumous publication of Henry Roth's An American
Type, and proletarian and socialist-inflected drama by Elmer Rice, Clifford Odets, Eugene O'Neill, and
Arthur Miller as they engaged the Irish drama of such writers as Bernard Shaw and Sean O'Casey. In an
effort to trace both the genealogy and more recent trajectory of immigrant drama and fiction, chapters
explore both the post-Famine melodramatic stage of the nineteenth century and a host of more contemporary
texts from newer generations of immigrants. Throughout, the book argues for a "circum-North Atlantic"
culture in which texts from Ireland, Britain, Irish America, and Jewish America contribute substantially to
both a modern American literature and to understandings of the terms "Irish" and "Jewish."

How can we really know what these terms mean as they delimit or erase totally the differences inherent to
them? Borrowing a term from psychoanalytic and political theory, "Something Dreadful and Grand"
explores the larger dimensions of this Irish-Jewish unconscious underlying cultural production in America,
arguing for the centrality of these two diasporic groups to the development of American popular music,
fiction, and especially drama.
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From reader reviews:

Wilfred Walker:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained within the straightway,
hold on guys this aren't like that. This "Something Dreadful and Grand": American Literature and The Irish-
Jewish Unconscious book is readable by simply you who hate those straight word style. You will find the
facts here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that
want to offer to you. The writer regarding "Something Dreadful and Grand": American Literature and The
Irish-Jewish Unconscious content conveys objective easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and
e-book are not different in the content but it just different in the form of it. So , do you even now thinking
"Something Dreadful and Grand": American Literature and The Irish-Jewish Unconscious is not loveable to
be your top collection reading book?

Martin Solomon:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the title "Something Dreadful
and Grand": American Literature and The Irish-Jewish Unconscious suitable to you? Typically the book was
written by popular writer in this era. The particular book untitled "Something Dreadful and Grand":
American Literature and The Irish-Jewish Unconsciousis the main of several books which everyone read
now. This particular book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will
enter the new way of measuring that you ever know prior to. The author explained their idea in the simple
way, and so all of people can easily to understand the core of this e-book. This book will give you a wide
range of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world in this particular
book.

Michael Martin:

Beside this particular "Something Dreadful and Grand": American Literature and The Irish-Jewish
Unconscious in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The
information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh in the oven so don't always be worry if you
feel like an aged people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have "Something Dreadful and Grand":
American Literature and The Irish-Jewish Unconscious because this book offers to you readable information.
Do you oftentimes have book but you rarely get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not happen if
you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring
beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss it? Find this book and read it from right now!

Scott Rochelle:

Is it you who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just lying down
on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This "Something Dreadful and Grand": American
Literature and The Irish-Jewish Unconscious can be the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you know.



You are consequently out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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