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In this study, James Greenaway explores the philosophical continuity between contemporary Western society
and the Middle Ages. Allowing for genuinely modern innovations, he makes the claim that the medieval
search for order remains fundamentally unbroken in our search for order today. The new premium on the
individual from the twelfth century onward suggests a constellation of problems that had existential,
religious, and political dimensions; a constellation that is uniquely Western and which was no less
problematic for the medieval soul than it is for the modern soul.

As the Middle Ages began, authority in society was held to have two forms: the political and the spiritual.
Greenaway studies the emergence of a new, third notion of authority: the existential. He argues that the
upheaval that ensued from a dynamic, but largely invisible, third authority within Christendom led to a crisis
of meaning that affected all, but to which only the greatest minds of the time were sensitive.

The tortuous working out of a new order revealed a turn toward existence that inevitably restructured
relations among the now three pillars of authority and gradually led to the denouement of the medieval
world. The vast historical material presented is loosely circumscribed by the judicious use of Eric Voegelin's
History of Political Ideas. Greenaway weighs the contributions of Joachim of Fiore, John of Salisbury, John
of Paris, Marsilius of Padua, Dante, John Wycliffe, and Sir John Fortescue among others, and argues that the
political work of William of Ockham and the mysticism of Nicholas of Cusa are crucial for understanding
the transition from the medieval to the modern world. The study concludes by considering firstly the
existential significance of citizenship in liberal democracy and secondly a contrasting, non-Western form of
authority in Islam; both of which serve to highlight the achievement of the medieval differentiation of
authority and the philosophical uniqueness of Western society.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:

James Greenaway is assistant professor of philosophy at St. Mary's University in San Antonio, Texas.

PRAISE FOR THE BOOK:

"Greenaway has contributed to the history of Christian society in the Latin west. He gives us important and
original insights into aspects of political philosophy. This contribution is indeed very significant in bringing
together diverse sources of scholarship in a way that makes possible new forms of analyses and
discussions."?Bjoern Thommessen, associate professor emeritus, University of Oslo
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From reader reviews:

Holly Silva:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important
thing for us to find out everything in the world. Each book has different aim or goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. These are
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book after they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you should have this The Differentiation of Authority: The Medieval Turn toward
Existence.

Susan Rooks:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love The Differentiation of Authority:
The Medieval Turn toward Existence, you may enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still need to
miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout men. What? Still don't obtain it, oh
come on its identified as reading friends.

Diego Mears:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not hoping The Differentiation of Authority: The
Medieval Turn toward Existence that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by simply reading this
book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world better then how
they react to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading routine only for the geeky individual but
for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for every you who want to start reading through
as your good habit, you may pick The Differentiation of Authority: The Medieval Turn toward Existence
become your current starter.

Silvia Doucet:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our understanding for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every
year has been exactly added. This reserve The Differentiation of Authority: The Medieval Turn toward
Existence was filled regarding science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your research
competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a book. If you know how big benefit of a book,
you can experience enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book you wanted.
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