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In a work that challenges notions that have dominated New Testament scholarship for more than a hundred
years, Israel Knohl gives startling evidence for a messianic precursor to Jesus who is described as the
"Suffering Servant" in recently published fragments of the Dead Sea Scrolls. The Messiah before Jesus
clarifies many formerly incomprehensible aspects of Jesus' life and confirms the story in the New Testament
about his messianic awareness. The book shows that, around the time of Jesus' birth, there came into being a
conception of "catastrophic" messianism in which the suffering, humiliation, and death of the messiah were
regarded as an integral part of the redemptive process.

Scholars have long argued that Jesus could not have foreseen his suffering, death, and resurrection because
the concept of a slain savior who rises from the dead was alien to the Judaism of his time. But, on the basis
of hymns found at Qumran among the Dead Sea Scrolls, Knohl argues that, one generation before Jesus, a
messianic leader arose in the Qumran sect who was regarded by his followers as ushering in an era of
redemption and forgiveness. This messianic leader was killed by Roman soldiers in the course of a revolt
that broke out in Jerusalem in 4 B.C.E. The Romans forbade his body to be buried and after the third day his
disciples believed that he was resurrected and rose to heaven. This formed the basis for Jesus' messianic
consciousness, Knohl argues; it was because of this model that Jesus anticipated he would suffer, die, and be
resurrected after three days.

Knohl takes his fascinating inquiry one step further by suggesting that this messiah was a figure known to us
from historical sources of the period. This identification may shed new light on the mystery of the
"Paraclete" in the Gospel of John. A pathbreaking study, The Messiah before Jesus will reshape our
understanding of Christianity and its relationship to Judaism.
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From reader reviews:

Royce Axtell:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also become a life style. This
reading addiction give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual
information inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on
what kind of e-book you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you
want feel happy read one along with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The particular The
Messiah before Jesus: The Suffering Servant of the Dead Sea Scrolls is kind of guide which is giving the
reader erratic experience.

Steve Bennett:

This The Messiah before Jesus: The Suffering Servant of the Dead Sea Scrolls are usually reliable for you
who want to become a successful person, why. The reason why of this The Messiah before Jesus: The
Suffering Servant of the Dead Sea Scrolls can be among the great books you must have will be giving you
more than just simple studying food but feed anyone with information that probably will shock your earlier
knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your
conditions throughout the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this The Messiah before Jesus: The Suffering
Servant of the Dead Sea Scrolls giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving
you test of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and luxuriate in
reading.

Christina Fitts:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching
TV, or maybe playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that's look different you
can read a book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the entire
day to reading a e-book. The book The Messiah before Jesus: The Suffering Servant of the Dead Sea Scrolls
it is quite good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying
reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy often the e-book.
You can m0ore easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book
features high quality.

Ernestine Pagan:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's soul or real their
pastime. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as well as can't see



colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know
that on this period, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this The Messiah before Jesus: The Suffering Servant of the Dead Sea Scrolls can make
you really feel more interested to read.
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