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Explaining the curious legal doctrine of "coverture," William Blackstone famously declared that "by
marriage, husband and wife are one person at law." This "covering" of a wife's legal identity by her husband
meant that the greatest subordination of women to men developed within marriage. In England and its
colonies, generations of judges, legislators, and husbands invoked coverture to limit married women's rights
and property, but there was no monolithic concept of coverture and their justifications shifted to fit changing
times: Were husband and wife lord and subject? Master and servant? Guardian and ward? Or one person at
law? The essays in Married Women and the Law offer new insights into the legal effects of marriage for
women from medieval to modern times. Focusing on the years prior to the passage of the Divorce Acts and
Married Women's Property Acts in the late nineteenth century, contributors examine a variety of
jurisdictions in the common law world, from civil courts to ecclesiastical and criminal courts. By bringing
together studies of several common law jurisdictions over a span of centuries, they show how similar legal
rules persisted and developed in different environments. This volume reveals not only legal changes and the
women who creatively used or subverted coverture, but also astonishing continuities. Accessibly written and
coherently presented, Married Women and the Law is an important look at the persistence of one of the
longest lived ideas in British legal history. Contributors include Sara M. Butler (Loyola), Marisha Caswell
(Queen’s), Mary Beth Combs (Fordham), Angela Fernandez (Toronto), Margaret Hunt (Amherst), Kim
Kippen (Toronto), Natasha Korda (Wesleyan), Lindsay Moore (Boston), Barbara J. Todd (Toronto), and
Danaya C. Wright (Florida).
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From reader reviews:

Harley Fabry:

Do you among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This Married Women and the Law: Coverture in England and the Common Law World
book is readable by simply you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the details here are arrange
for enjoyable studying experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The
writer involving Married Women and the Law: Coverture in England and the Common Law World content
conveys objective easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
articles but it just different such as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Married Women and the Law:
Coverture in England and the Common Law World is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

William Boehme:

Often the book Married Women and the Law: Coverture in England and the Common Law World will bring
you to definitely the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to describe the idea is very
unique. In case you try to find new book to study, this book very appropriate to you. The book Married
Women and the Law: Coverture in England and the Common Law World is much recommended to you to
see. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Jeff Farley:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, limited story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not trying Married Women and the Law:
Coverture in England and the Common Law World that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by
reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know
world much better then how they react toward the world. It can't be said constantly that reading behavior
only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want
to start examining as your good habit, you can pick Married Women and the Law: Coverture in England and
the Common Law World become your current starter.

Jennifer Lorenzo:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Married Women and the Law:
Coverture in England and the Common Law World reserve written by well-known writer we are excited for
well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written throughout good
manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then
you still doubt Married Women and the Law: Coverture in England and the Common Law World as good
book but not only by the cover but also by content. This is one guide that can break don't determine book by
its cover, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your studying sixth
sense already said so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.
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