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Drawing on the history of the British gentry to explain the contrasting sentiments of American small farmers
and plantation owners, James L. Huston's expansive analysis offers a new understanding of the
socioeconomic factors that fueled sectionalism and ignited the American Civil War. This groundbreaking
study of agriculture's role in the war defies long-held notions that northern industrialization and urbanization
led to clashes between North and South. Rather, Huston argues that the ideological chasm between plantation
owners in the South and family farmers in the North led to the political eruption of 1854-56 and the birth of a
sectionalized party system.

Huston shows that over 70 percent of the northern population-by far the dominant economic and social
element-had close ties to agriculture. More invested in egalitarianism and personal competency than in
capitalism, small farmers in the North operated under a free labor ideology that emphasized the ideals of
independence and mastery over oneself. The ideology of the plantation, by contrast, reflected the
conservative ethos of the British aristocracy, which was the product of immense landed inequality and the
assertion of mastery over others.

By examining the dominant populations in northern and southern congressional districts, Huston reveals that
economic interests pitted the plantation South against the small-farm North. The northern shift toward
Republicanism depended on farmers, not industrialists: While Democrats won the majority of northern farm
congressional districts from 1842 to 1853, they suffered a major defection of these districts from 1854 to
1856, to the antislavery organizations that would soon coalesce into the Republican Party. Utilizing
extensive historical research and close examination of the voting patterns in congressional districts across the
country, James Huston provides a remarkable new context for the origins of the Civil War.
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From reader reviews:

Eva Byrd:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important usually. The book The British Gentry, the Southern Planter, and the
Northern Family Farmer: Agriculture and Sectional Antagonism in North America was making you to know
about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages
for you. The e-book The British Gentry, the Southern Planter, and the Northern Family Farmer: Agriculture
and Sectional Antagonism in North America is not only giving you far more new information but also for
being your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your
publication. Try to make relationship with the book The British Gentry, the Southern Planter, and the
Northern Family Farmer: Agriculture and Sectional Antagonism in North America. You never feel lose out
for everything should you read some books.

Aaron Jack:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with friends is thing that usually
you have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try issue that really opposite from that.
Just one activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are ride on
and with addition info. Even you love The British Gentry, the Southern Planter, and the Northern Family
Farmer: Agriculture and Sectional Antagonism in North America, you can enjoy both. It is fine combination
right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout guys.
What? Still don't get it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

James Matter:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up
being rare? Why so many concern for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy intended for
reading. Some people likes reading through, not only science book but in addition novel and The British
Gentry, the Southern Planter, and the Northern Family Farmer: Agriculture and Sectional Antagonism in
North America or maybe others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the good a
book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or even students
especially. Those publications are helping them to add their knowledge. In different case, beside science
publication, any other book likes The British Gentry, the Southern Planter, and the Northern Family Farmer:
Agriculture and Sectional Antagonism in North America to make your spare time more colorful. Many types
of book like here.

Luis Poole:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got students? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. Therefore



you know that little person including reading or as reading through become their hobby. You have to know
that reading is very important as well as book as to be the point. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update with regards to something by
book. Numerous books that can you take to be your object. One of them are these claims The British Gentry,
the Southern Planter, and the Northern Family Farmer: Agriculture and Sectional Antagonism in North
America.
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