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This is a unique account of working-class childhood during the British industrial revolution. Using more than
600 autobiographies written by working men of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries Jane Humphries
illuminates working-class childhood in contexts untouched by conventional sources and facilitates estimates
of age at starting work, social mobility, the extent of apprenticeship, and the duration of schooling. The
classic era of industrialization, 1790-1850, apparently saw an upsurge in child labour. While the memoirs
implicate mechanization and the division of labour in this increase, they also show that fatherlessness and
large sibsets, common in these turbulent, high-mortality, and high-fertility times, often cast children as
partners and supports for mothers struggling to hold families together. The book offers unprecedented
insights into child labour, family life, careers, and schooling. Its images of suffering, stoicism, and
occasional childish pleasures put the humanity back into economic history and the trauma back into the
industrial revolution.
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From reader reviews:

Robin Almeida:

This book untitled Childhood and Child Labour in the British Industrial Revolution (Cambridge Studies in
Economic History - Second Series) to be one of several books which best seller in this year, honestly, that is
because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this particular book
in the book shop or you can order it via online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you
quicker to read this book, because you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to you
to past this book from your list.

Carla Heyward:

The reason? Because this Childhood and Child Labour in the British Industrial Revolution (Cambridge
Studies in Economic History - Second Series) is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for
you to snap this but latter it will surprise you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book alongside it
was fantastic author who else write the book in such amazing way makes the content on the inside easier to
understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of positive
aspects than the other book have got such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking way. So ,
still want to postpone having that book? If I had been you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Kathleen Jones:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you may have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try thing that really opposite from that. A
single activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have been
ride on and with addition details. Even you love Childhood and Child Labour in the British Industrial
Revolution (Cambridge Studies in Economic History - Second Series), you can enjoy both. It is excellent
combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout men.
What? Still don't get it, oh come on its named reading friends.

John Threadgill:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you
also know that little person such as reading or as reading through become their hobby. You must know that
reading is very important and book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update about something by book. Amount types of
books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is Childhood and Child Labour in the British
Industrial Revolution (Cambridge Studies in Economic History - Second Series).
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