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Queer Retrosexualities: The Politics of Reparative Return examines the retrospective logic that informs
contemporary queer thinking; specifically the narrative return to the 1950s in post-1990s queer and LGBT
culture in the United States. The term “Queer Retrosexuality” marks the intersection between retrospective
thinking and queerness—to illustrate not only how to “queer” retrospection, but also how retrospection, in
some senses can be thought of as always already queer. This book examines the historical possibilities that
inform the narrative return to the 1950s in queer cultural and literary productions such as Samuel Delany’s
The Motion of Light in Water, Todd Haynes’s Far from Heaven, Sarah Schulman’s Shimmer, and Mark
Merlis’s American Studies—all texts that return to a traumatic past marked by shame, exile, and persecution.
Queer Retrosexualities inquires into what motivates the return in these texts to a historical moment informed
by the bruises and wounds of history; but more importantly, it poses the question of how such a turn
backwards could be theorized as reparative or even hopeful. This book shows how the framework of queer
retrospection offers new ways of understanding history and culture, of reformulating disciplines and
institutions, and of rethinking traditional modes of political activism and knowledge production. Even while
it seems counterproductive to return to a historical moment that is marked by the persecution of sexual and
racial minorities, the book examines how a shared feeling of relationality and community produced by the
exile of shame shapes the political value of queer retrosexualities. The retrospective return to the 1950s
allows queer thinking to move away from the commodification of queer culture in the present that
masquerades as progress. Thus, the book theorizes how traumatic history becomes a valuable resource for
the political project of assembling collective memory as the base materials for imagining a different—and
more queer—future.
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From reader reviews:

Mariano Smith:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guys this specific aren't like that. This Queer Retrosexualities: The Politics of Reparative Return book is
readable simply by you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable
studying experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer of
Queer Retrosexualities: The Politics of Reparative Return content conveys prospect easily to understand by
most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different such as it. So
, do you nonetheless thinking Queer Retrosexualities: The Politics of Reparative Return is not loveable to be
your top listing reading book?

Timothy Austin:

The publication untitled Queer Retrosexualities: The Politics of Reparative Return is the e-book that
recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to anyone. The
language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did a lot of
investigation when write the book, therefore the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate.
You also might get the e-book of Queer Retrosexualities: The Politics of Reparative Return from the
publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Lois Wiggins:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Queer Retrosexualities: The Politics
of Reparative Return which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.

Aimee Buffington:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library or make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's internal
or real their pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring along with
can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Queer Retrosexualities: The Politics of Reparative Return can make you
experience more interested to read.
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