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The Wife of His Youth" is a short story by American author Charles W. Chesnutt, first published in July
1898. It later served as the title story of the collection The Wife of His Youth and Other Stories of the Color-
Line. That book was first published in 1899, the same year Chesnutt published his short story collection The
Conjure Woman. Charles Waddell Chesnutt (1858-1932)—African-American educator, lawyer, and
activist—was the most prominent black prose author of his day. In both his fiction and his essays, he
addressed the thorny issues of the "color line" and racism in an outspoken way. Despite the critical acclaim
resulting from several works of fiction and non-fiction published between 1898 and 1905, he was unable to
make a living as an author. He kept writing, however, and several works which were not published during his
lifetime have been rediscovered (and published) in recent years. He was awarded the Springarn Medal for
distinguished literary achievement by the NAACP in 1928. The library at Fayetteville State University, in
North Carolina, is named after him. The Wife of His Youth (1899) was Chesnutt's second collection of short
stories, drawing upon his mixed race heritage. These deal largely with race relations, the far-reaching effects
of Jim Crow laws, and color prejudice among African Americans toward darker-skinned blacks. Eric J.
Sundquist wrote: "Chesnutt's color-line stories, like his conjure tales, are at their best haunting,
psychologically and philosophically astute studies of the nation's betrayal of the promise of racial equality
and its descent into a brutal world of segregation. He made the family a means of delineating America's
racial crisis, during slavery and afterward." I have added three of Chesnutt's essays on the "color line" in an
Appendix to this collection.
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From reader reviews:

Guadalupe Winn:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you need something
to explain what yours problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you don't
have spare time to do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have spare time?
What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They should answer that question because just their
can do in which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is correct. Because start
from on kindergarten until university need this particular The Wife of His Youth (1899), by Charles W.
Chesnutt to read.

Jeffery Whitley:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specifically book
entitled The Wife of His Youth (1899), by Charles W. Chesnutt the mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will end up your mind friends.
Imaging each word written in a reserve then become one type conclusion and explanation in which maybe
you never get before. The The Wife of His Youth (1899), by Charles W. Chesnutt giving you an additional
experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful details for your better life in this era.
So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you
are finished studying it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time
activity?

Kathy Woodward:

Reading a book being new life style in this season; every people loves to study a book. When you learn a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book
that you have read. If you would like get information about your study, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and also soon. The The
Wife of His Youth (1899), by Charles W. Chesnutt provide you with a new experience in looking at a book.

Thomas Stewart:

This The Wife of His Youth (1899), by Charles W. Chesnutt is completely new way for you who has
curiosity to look for some information as it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you in it getting
knowledge more you know or you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this The Wife of His
Youth (1899), by Charles W. Chesnutt can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside
this book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books produce itself in the form which can be reachable by
anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel sleepy even
dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is not any in reading a guide especially this one. You can find



what you are looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book variety for
your better life along with knowledge.
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