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The religious dimension of Tolstoy's life is usually associated with his later years following his renunciation
of art. In this volume, Daniel Rancour-Laferriere demonstrates instead that Tolstoy was preoccupied with a
quest for God throughout all of his adult life. Although renowned as the author of War and Peace, Anna
Karenina, The Death of Ivan Ilych, and other literary works, and for his activism on behalf of the poor and
the downtrodden of Russia, Tolstoy himself was concerned primarily with achieving personal union with
God.

Tolstoy suffered from periodic bouts of depression which brought his creative life to a standstill, and which
intensified his need to find comfort in the embrace of a personal God. At times he was in such psychic pain
he wanted to die. Yet Tolstoy felt that he deserved to suffer, and he learned to welcome suffering in
masochistic fashion. Rancour-Laferriere locates the psychological underpinnings of Tolstoy's suffering in a
bipolar illness that led him actively to seek suffering and self-humiliation in the Russian tradition of "holy
foolishness." With voluntary suffering, and Jesus Christ as his model, Tolstoy advocated "nonresistance to
evil," and in his daily life he strove never to return evil actions or words with physical or verbal resistance.
On the other hand, being bipolar, Tolstoy in some situations would drift in a manic direction, indulging in
delusions of grandeur. Indeed, the aging Tolstoy occasionally went so far as to equate himself with God, as
can be seen from his diaries and personal correspondence.

The pantheistic world view which Tolstoy achieved at the end of his life meant that God was within himself
and within all people and all things in the entire universe. By this time Tolstoy was also utilizing images of a
mother to represent his God. With this essentially maternal God so conveniently available, there was
nowhere Tolstoy could be without Her. For, in the end, Tolstoy's quest for God was a compensatory search
for the mother who died when he was barely two years old. Tolstoy's Quest for God is an original and
penetrating contribution to the study of one of the world's supreme writers.
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From reader reviews:

Eleanor Rowe:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading routine
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book
which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of e-book you read,
if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want experience happy read one
together with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Often the Tolstoy's Quest for God is kind of
reserve which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Raymond Garza:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your short period of time to read it because this all time you only find book that need more time to be
examine. Tolstoy's Quest for God can be your answer because it can be read by you actually who have those
short extra time problems.

Philip Kirkpatrick:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. That Tolstoy's Quest for God can give you a lot of close friends
because by you looking at this one book you have matter that they don't and make anyone more like an
interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you
information that might be your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than other make you to be great
folks. So , why hesitate? Let us have Tolstoy's Quest for God.

Mary Norman:

That book can make you to feel relax. That book Tolstoy's Quest for God was colourful and of course has
pictures around. As we know that book Tolstoy's Quest for God has many kinds or category. Start from kids
until teenagers. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and think that you are the
character on there. Therefore not at all of book are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and
rest. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading in which.
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